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get nothing,  Undoubtedly the present sys-
teme of Government trading is pernicious.
When the Indnatries Assistance Board was
created there was no intention that it
should he permitted to enfter into all sorts
ot trading trausactions. According to their
report, the board are now trading in imple-
ments, super, and numerons other ¢ommodi-
ties. | willingly accept the statement that
it was originally intended that the board
should supply the farmer with super and
coertain stores. But it was not originally in-
tendeil that their operations should inelude
the purebase of mnchinery and the liguidat-
ing of debts in various directions, If that
was 50, why has this Bill been introduced to
validate what the Industries Assisanee Board
hove done? For this reason I am inclined to
helicve—though I speak without speeinl kuow-
ledge on the point—that there must be some
report from the Auditor Gencral relative to
this huge department. Tt would he wise on
the part of mambers to obtain an adjourn-
nient of the consideration of this measure
until we have the Anditor General’s report
placed bafore us and hefore giving the Gov-
ernment any additionnl power to validate or
enter into further undertakings. The ref-
crenee to the moratorium is a purcly legnl
point aud one that my honenrable friend Mr.
Nicholson might look into. With these few
romarks, Mr. President, T propose to support
the second remlding of the Bill in order to
give the Government the power they must
bave for the econtinwation of the Aet, but T
think that the Anditor General’s report
should he 1aid on the Table, so that members
ean have an opportunity of seceing what this
official, as an outside expert without any in-
fluenece being hrought to hear on him, has to
say upon this department generally, from a
trading point of view.

On motion by Hon.
adjourned.

J. Nicholson debate

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING,
1, Northampton Mechanics’ Institute.

2, Shipping and Pilotage Consolidation
Ordinance Amendment.

Reccived from the Legislative Assembly
and read & first time.

House adjourned at 834 p.m.
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The Spvaket took the Chair at 450 P
and read prayers.

QUESTION—FEDERAL CONSTITUTION
AMENDMENTS.
C Mr. VERYARD (without notica) asked the
Premier: Is he awnre that the Governmenis
of the Eastern States are declaring their at-
titnde toward the Federal Government’s pro-
pusils to amend the Coustitution, and will
ke state if he intemls to advise the clectors’
of Western Australia to support or reject all
or any such propusals at the forthecoming
Federal clections?
Hon. P. Collier:
dozing lately?

The PREMIER veplied: I should like to
inform the hon. member that we have niready
advisod the people of Western Australia to
rejeet the proposals.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
“NO.”

Hon. P, Collier: Yes, vote *No'? and save
the State.

QUESTION —GOVERNMENT EMPLOY-
EES, MINIMUM WAGE.

Hon. P. COLLTER asked the Premicr:—1,
In view of the Court of Arbitration having
awarded & minimum wage of 1ls. per day
to railway cmployces, is it the intention of
the (overnment to adopt this rate as a mini-
mum to be pail to nll Government servants?
2, Tf not, why not?

The PREMIER replicd:

Where have you been

See that you vote

Yes.

ASSENT TO BILLS,
Message from the Governor reccived and
read notifying assent to the following Bills:—

1, Merchant Shipping Aect Application Act
Amendment.

2, Land Tax and Income Tax.
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3, Perth Mint Aet Amendment.

4, Inebrintes )Act Amendment,

5, Licensing Act Amendment Act Continn-
ance,

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Hon. W. C. Angwin and Anglo-Persian Oil
Company, Limited (Private) Bill.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
maatle) [4.35]: In dealing with the Anglo-
Persian Oil Company, Limited (Private) Bill
on Tuesday, I was reported in the Press to
have said that the British Government had
the controlling interest in the company, and
that it was the only company dealing in oil
which was outside the combination. My at-
tention bas becn called to these remarks by
the manager of the Neptune Oil Company
who claims that lhis company is purely an
Australian company nml not eonnceted with
any combination whatever. Tt waa pointed
out that some of the other companies had on-
deavoured to attach the Neptune Oil Com-
pany as portion of thc combination with a
view to taking orders whieh should come in
their dircction. Tt cost the company a con-
siderable sum of money to fight the state-
ments made in this regard and consequently,
the statemwent which appeared in the Press
would in all probability injure the Neptune
“0il Company’s trade again. The words T
nsed, which I read from Mr. Winston Chur-
chill's statement in the House of Commons,
were: —

Amongst Britisli eompanics who liave
waintained an independent eoxistenee, the
Burma 01 Company with its off-shoot, the
Anglo-Persian Oil Company, is almost the
only noticeable feature.

T make this explanation hecanse T did not
desive in what T said—which was wisreported,
for the report does not convey what T said—
to do any injury to any person or cowmpany
and particalarly an Australian company. The
Neptune 0il Company deals in machine oils
and not in fuel oil. The Bill which I intro-
duced deals with oil for fuel. T make this
explanation in justice to the company in
Western Australia.

BILL-CARNARVON FELECTRIC LIGHT
AND POWER.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Counvil,

BILL—DISCHARGED SOLDIERS’
SETTLEMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Becond Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. .J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [4.240] in moving the second reading
said: This Bill seeks to make a number of
minor amendments to the Aet which was
passed last year in order to bring it up to
date and to remedy {defeets which experienes
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hias shown are nccessary. 1 am asking the
House to agree to extend the privileges of the
Act to nurses who served outside the Com-
monwealth, The member for North-East
Fremantle will vot objeet to that.

Hon, P. Colier: Are they going on the
Iand?

The PREMTER: I hope so; so far only one
has applied. Tt i3 intended to extend the
Act to other war workers at the diseretion of
the Minister. Our information shows that
about 35 munition workers went from this
State. Y.ML.C.A. workers will be included in
tha term ‘‘war worker.”’ My desive is to
gee the seldicrs scttied first. We have found
that the powers of the board emm be
delogated  satisfactorily to  others  who
may casily do wmuch of the uwimportant
work, The amendment contained in Clause
4 js designed to give the board, with the
approval of the Minister, wider powcers of
delegation.  Under the Act, stock, machin-
ery, cte, cannot be purchased or sold with-
ont the expressed approval of the board.
This has been fonnd to be wnworkalde, and
the idea is that the board, with the approval
of the Minister, may authorise an officer of
the depactment to act on its hehalf, As the
Apt stands no concession cun be made to
applicants in the ease of  conditional pur-
chase lands acquired by transfer.  Under the
original Act we charge the soldier just one
half of the cost of the land. Land purehased
at 10s. is charged up to the soldier at 5a.
per acre, 1t is propoged by this amendment
to apply that condition te soldiers who ae-
quire conditionai purchase laud by purchase
s0 that they shall he entitled to a rehate
of onc-halt the Dalanee of wnpaid purchase
money due at the date of purchasc. If 10
yaears of the 20 years term have still to run,
the half rate will apply to the 20 half-venrly
ingtalments remaining fo be paid. This eon-
cession will involve eonsiderable loss to the
Lands Department, These men are not en-
titled to the same consideration as original
selectors from the Crown as, in the majority
ol eases, the purchase of eonditional purchase
Innds does net mean new settlement on vir-
gin lands. T realise, however, that it is de-
sivable to offer sowe indueemcent in order to
get as many new scttlers as possible. Heuce,
the reason- for .giving the selector of Crown
lands a rcbate of 50 per cent. of the fnll
purchase price of the land compared with
30 per cent. of the unpaid balanee only in
the cage of land acquired by transfer. The
trouble has been to meet the demand for land
heeause we did not get ready carly cnough
to meet the requirements of our soldiers.
Subelange (2) extends the privileges of the
Act to & dependant of a deceased soldier in
respect of land owned by the deeeased soldier
prier to hig enlistment. At present, the
usugl concessions can be applied only to de-
pendants who select land dircet from the
Crown, Clanse G is intended to give the
Minister power to suspend rent for five years
on pastoral leases acquired by tranafer. This
coneession ean at present be extended only
to soldiers who select Crown land, A num-
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ber of pastoral loases purchased on hehaif
of soldiers ave unimproved, and it takes just
as long for them to reaeh the profit perind

as original selectors. The concession need not’

necegsarily be extended to soldiers whoe ae-
quire pastoral properties as going concerns.
This is only a fair provigion. Tihere is an-
other ameidment made necessary by reason
of the fact that the amount hearing reduced
interest has been increased from £500 to £625.
This alteration was ngreed to at the last
conference of Premiers, and [ think it will
commend itself to this House. The cffect
of the amendment will be to upply the in-
tercst rate of 814 per cent. to auw amount of
£625, the rate rising by one-half per cont.
cacl year until the ordinary rate is reached.
Another amendment deals with the seeurity
taken by the board or the Agricultural Bank.
As the law stands at present, when a soldier
settler comes under this scheme, all the lands
ownefl by him are seeured to the Govern-
ment,  Bot it is quite sufficient for the Gov-
ermment to have a mortgage over the land
on which- they make advances, As the law
stanis At the moment, the ‘Government’s
seeurity extends to all other tands to which
the seldier may have a title. 1le may take
the title to a financial house and borrow om
it, and then the financial house wounld find
its sceurity questioned. The sume amendment
secks to make it possible for the soldier whe
has other property to run on that property
stoeck not purchase for him by the board.
It often happens that a stock firm will ad-
vanee o soldier moner to huv sheep for
fattening purposes. As the law stunds, these
sheep, althengh not fattened on land mort-
gaged to the board, could not be soll with-
out the board’s permission. The hoard are
quite eontent to have a perfeet security over
all they pay for. and ether chattels of the
soldier. Say a soldier had a team of work-
ing hulleeks nt the time he obtained a farm
through the board, and took those hulloeks

to the farm; then they wouli become part-

of the sceurity of the hoard. That is quite
right. Rut it is not right that where 2 soldier
already holds a farm, that farn should form
portion of the seeurity to the board for the
amonnt advaneed by them to permit of the
seldier aequiring another liolling, T trust
the amendinent will go through, hecause we
do not want to hamper the operations of any
soldicy, nor fo injure the seeurity of any
finnueinl institution, Tu this conmection it is
to he horne in mind that oceasionally sol-
diers I horowed money from a hank be-
fore they went to the war.  Another amend-
ment provides that the hoard shall  have
power to purehase freehold land  withont
that land heeoming ve-vested in the Crown.
As the law stands, frechoeld land benght by
the hoard must revert to the Crown, and the
goldier for whom it'is bought must take a
eonditional purelase lease.  As a wmatter of
fact. the enstom is as follows: A soldier goes
to the board and asks them to advance him
money to bny a little farm, and the hoard
aaren to do it. Tf the farm is frechold, one
wonld expert in the ordinary course of husi-
nees, that the title would he transferred to
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the soldier and that the soldier woulid mort-
gage the property to the board for his ad-
vanee, A mortgage of course is necessary,
beeause the board also advanee money to
purchase stock. We want that to be the sys-
tem. We do not want to have all the trouble
andl expense of small holdings being re-
vested in the Crown, and then trausferred to
the soldier umder the conditional purchase
system, In the case of estates purchased for
subdivision the position is different. Such
uan estate must be re-vested in the Crown,

_because it has to be sold among 2 number

of people. But in the case of small tarms,
it is guitc unnceessury that they shonld re-
vert to the Crown hefure allotment to the
soldiers. It will be remembered that when
the original Act was passed  Parliament
agreed to rvemit certain registration fees
andl ofher charges in the ease of soldier set-
tlers; but these remissions did not inelnde
stamp duty. | now proposc to ask the House
to agree that in future the Government may
vemit cither the whele or a portion of the
stamp duty on the transactions of soldiers.
Stamp duty is a tairly considerable expense;
on the purchase of a property worth £1,000,
it amounts to £10. The original Act fixes the
capitil to he uwsed for the purposes of sol-
dier settlement at £30,000,  As the funds
must he approprinted by Parliament before
they ean be used for this purpose, it is surcly
unnecessary to eome to Parlinment year after
vear for an mwmendment of the Aet, Fifty
thousand ponnds is altogether too little, and
so I propose to amend the Aet in that re-
spect, leaving it to Parliament to appro-
priate funds from tiwe to time. A further
amendment  relates  to returned  soldiers
under 21 yeours of age. Under the existing
law they cau mortgage a conditional pur-
chase holding, hut caunot mortgage free-
hold land.  Accordingly the Government ask
for an amendment providing that for the
purposes of the principal Aet minors be per-
mitted to mortgage freehold land hought for
them by the hoard. There may not be many
such ¢ases, but. T think provision should he
made for them, T move—

That the Rill he now read a sceond time.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.52]: I
lnoked into this Bill «(wring the morning, and
have no objection to offer to the carrying of
the secondd reading,  Objeetion wmay perhaps
he taken to some of the clauses, and e3-
Manation regarding them will be asked for
during the Committee stnge. The Bill gener-
ally seems to have for ifs object the liberal-
ising of the Aef passed last session. Every
ono of the e¢lauses is in its natore something
more generous towards the returned soldier
seftling on the land, than the provisions
of the principal Aet. Tt is somewhat of a
eommentary upon the manner in which the
Horse did its work last session that we find
a short Aet of only 30 section requiring this
vear an nmending Bill of 12 elauses—prae-
tieatly half the size of the original Act.

The Premier: Most of the amendments are
very small, :
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Hon. P, COLLIER: But sone of them are
xather important. However, we can thrash
the Bill out in the Committeo stage.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
<charge of the Bill '

Clanse 1—agreed to. .
Clause 2—Amendment of Section 3:

Hon. P. COLLIER: This clause secks to
inelmle in the interpretation of ‘‘Discharged
soldicr?? members of the medical and aurs-
ing staffs, I am not sure that the interpre-
tation in the present Aet does not cover
members of those staffs. [ was uuder the
impression that the nursing sgaff, in particu-
lar, were really mombers of the military
forees. If that is not se, the point will be
cleared up by this amendment. The clause
secks also to give power to the Minister to
extend the benefits of the prineipal Aet to
mumition and war workers employed outside
the Commonwealth, But why is the matter
left permissive to the Minister? TIf, after
consideration, it is thought that munition
and war workers should be entitled to the
benefits of the Act, let it be done clearly and
specifieally. The clause as it stands may
place the Minister in the invidious position of
having to deside to extend the benvefits of the
measure to some of our returned munition
and war workers, and to deny it to othera.

The Premier: I do not think he would do
that, '

Hon. P. COLLIER: In view of all the safe-
guards contained in the prineipal Act, we
may well extend its benefits to munition and
war workers, who, in some ways, have ren-
4lered war services as valunble as thosc of the
men who actually enlisted in the A.LF.

My, Mongy: That would be munition work-
ers cmployed by the Government.

Hon. P. COLLTER: But why not say so in
thd Act and make it elear that they shall be
entitled to consideration in the same way as
the others? I want to make it definite in the
Aet that they shall be.

The PREMIER: I think that ean hardly
be expceted. fWar workers?’ has a pretty
wide definition.

Hon. P. Collier:
agreed to this?

The PREMIER: It has been inserted at
their request,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Was it by a promise
or is it in their Act?

The PREMIER: They asked us by corres-
pondence to include these people, and natur-
ally, as they have given us some guarantee,
we have agreed to do so.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What guarantee?

The PREMIER: About £125,000 out of
every million, to cover loss, interest, or other-
wige.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How long is it since
that has been donet

Has the Commonwealth
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The PREMIER: T told the hon. member
before. It is nearly £80,000 more than suffi-
cient to eover interest. 1t is a fair guarantve
and a perfeetly reagsonable one. T doubt it
war workers should be regarded in exactly
the same light as the soldiers who have been
in the firing line. Members know that
although we have settled hundreds of
soldiers, wa have to settle a good many
more, It is possible to provide land for the
munition workers and the nurses to-morrow
morning,  but I deo not know in this ease
whether we should go as far as for the sol-
diers, but should rather leave it to the dis-
cretion of the Minister and the board.

Hen. P. Collier: When did the Common-
wealth agree to this?

The PREMIER: It waa not just lately.

Hon. P. Collier: It must have been quite
lately.

The PREMIER: No, it was quite three
months age. There are not many munition
workers and nurses who will go on the
land.

Hon. P. Collier: There are a fair nom-
ber of munition workers.

The PREMIER: There
State. :

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I agree with the
leader of the Opposition that the power in-
dicated shon!ld be here. T am very much
afraid that if we do not put the power, here
definitely the Commonwealth will not ful-
fil their promise.

The Premier:
as they can be.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: There are z lot of
promises made before election time.

The Premier: Tt was not made
election time, ’

Flon. W, €. ANGWIN: T wont to make
the matter definite. The Premier says that
this has heen put in at the request of the
Commonwealth, and if that i3 so, I want to
make this clause such that the Common-
wealth cannot withdraw. T would not trnst
some of them at all. If the Commonwealth
turn round and say that as this power is
only at the discretion of the Minister thoy
might refuse to cavry out their promise and
the Minister would haye to turn these peo-
ple down, o

Hon. P, Collier; He would have to do it.

Fon. W, C. ANGWIN: T have not got
mueh confidence in the Federal Government.
I move an amendment—

That in line & the words ‘‘by the Min-
ister’’ be struck out.

I could trust the Premier, but not these
Commonwealth Ministers. If men could be
put on the land I know the Premier would
do it, bnt I do not want him to be let down
by the Federal anthorities, The deletion of
these words will be beneficial te the Pre-
mier,

Mr. Money: This does not affect the Com-
monwealth nndertaking.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, it does.

are 35 in this

They are bound as tightly

during
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Hon, P. Collier: The Minister
bound by the Commonwealth, and if they
withilraw he will have to find more mouney.

Mon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Tremier has
brought in a Bill to carry out the promise
of the Commonwenlth, and I want to define
the position in such a way that the Com-
monwealth will not he able to jump out
throngh any ‘looaphole.

AMr. Money: "Mhere ir uo definition of
Cownp workers.’? TE s very wide.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Tt sbould be defined,

The PREMTER: T am ecertain that the
Commonwealth will foot the bill,  They
have to find the money, They have ngreed,
by correspondence, as all Governments do,
that they will find the money. We find the
Jand. T have said that we will find the land
and we are going to do it, but T do think it
should he at the discretion of the Govern-
ment to say who should ge first, the soldicr
or the war workers,

Hon. W, €. Angwin: Tt Jdoes not say that.

The PREMIER: That is what it means,
among other things of couwrse. T think we
should hiave this power. T awm naturally in
gympathy with these people,

Hen, P, Qollier: The hon, member for
North-East Fremautle knows the Common-
wealth have Yeen making promises.

The PREMTER: I will promise on hehalf
of the Pederal Governmment that they will
kecp this promise.

Hon. P. Collier: You cannot do that.

Amendment put and uvegafived.

Clause put and passed.
Clanse 3—agrecd to.
Clanse 4-—Amendment of Scetion G:

Hon. P, COLLIER: This clanse proposes
to extend very considerably the powers of
the board in delegating their anthority to
anyone else approved by the Minister, In
Bection 4 of the Discharged Soldier Settle-
ment Act of 1914, it is provided that the
board may delegate their powers  under
paragraphs (a}, (b), and (e¢) of SBubsection
1 to any persons approved by the Minister,
andl may ueeept and aet on the veport of
such persons. 1t is proposed to strilke out
the words “‘under parvagraph (a), (b), and
{e) of Subscction 1,7’ which will mean that
the board will then have uvulimited power,
subject to the approval of the Minizter, 1o
delegute their anthority.  When we ook
through thiy Act and find that it ig prae-
tically wdwinistered by the heard, it musf
be renlised that their powers are very ex-
tensive indeed. T question whether it is
wise to agree to this, even with the reserva-
tion that the delegated powers have to he
approved by the Minister, Under Section
13 of the Act the Dhoard is empawered to
elear, drain, grade, plough, fenee, or crect
buildings, or otherwise improve aany land
set apurt for the scttlement of soldiers or
dispoged of to discharged soldloers, All
those matters mentioned confer very grent
powers. Section 13, inter alia, provides—

will be
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The Agriculnval Bank may, under the
provisions of fhe Agrieultural Bank Aet,
1906, on the recommendation of the board
and for the purposes aforesaid, make ad-
vances to o discharged soldier to whom
land has been disposed of under this Aet,
or who hus been permitted to occupy any
Crown land in anticipation of the passing’
of this Aect

Seetion 21 sets out that the privileges eon-
ferred by this Act oun discharged soldiers
may, on the recommendation of the board,
bhe extended Dby the AMinister to any dis-
charged sollier, and so on. Section 22 deals.
with the power of the Minister, on the rte-
commendation of the bourd, to *‘purchase
on hehalf of the Crown, any alienated land,
meluding lund held under pastoral  lease
which 2 discharged soldier holding a quali-
fieation cortificate, may desire to acquire
under this Act, and the land so purchased
may be disposed of unmder and  subject
to the  provisions of this Aet.’’
The orviginal Aet elearly confined to those
dnties set out in pavagraphs (a), (b), and
(¢) of Subseetion (1) of Seetion 6 the
power of the hoard to dlelegate their antho-
rity.  Those are practicnlly nominal duties
wlhieh the boanl have, and T do net think it
iz wise now to give the board the power to
delegate all those very responsible authori-
ties that they liave under the original Act.
The board whieh reeomnmended the purchase
of smne of those estates acquired in the
Bouth-West under the Aet were comprised
of members to whom powers had baen dale-
gated.

The Premier: Not nnder this section,

Hon. P. Collier: But if the elause is passed
it will he possible for the board to dclegate
avery power they have wnder the Aet.

Mr. Pickering: And the Bill is widening
thoso puowers,

Hon, P. COLLIER : Certainly. It .is
widening the powers of the board to delegate
their awthority to others. There must have
heer some  specific veasan for confining to
those three paragraphs in Section § the pbwer
to delegnte. A great deal of objeetion was
rrised to eveu the power to delegate the
limited power sct ont in the Act, Now the
Premier proposes to give wnlimited power in
this direction. If the clause is passed the
hoard will he able to delegate any or all of
these powers to any persen approved by the
Minister.  The board consists of men holding
high and respongihle positions in the Publie
Service. 'he Committee has -confidenee in
them to administer the Act fairly and im-
partially, but the Committee might not have
the same econfilence in others delegated to
carry out the functions of the board. Why
ig it mow proposed to extend this power to
cover the Act generally, instead of confining
it to paragrapbs (a), (h), and (c) of Sub-
section (1) of Scetion 69

The PREMIER: I do not know why the
hen. member should regard the giving of
this power as dangerovs. I do not know
what prompted the limitation of the power
in the first place. I can see no reason why
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the power shorld net be extended, while, on
the other hand, it would be very eonvenient
to the board to have the power extended,

Hon, P. Collier: But the bonrd may dele-
gute all these powers, .

The PREMIER: After oll, the powers will
only be delegated to trustworthy men, who
will report to the bonrd itself, There is no
dangor whatever in the proposal.

Mr. MONEY: I agree with the leader of
the Opposition, But if paragraph (d) were
added we zhould then know definitely the
powers to be delegated. Paragraph (e) is
cntirely too sweeping, and it would be better
to exelude that provision. I do not think we
huve had sufficient reason why so sweeping
a paragraph should be there at all.  The
object of the clause is to extend decenfral-
jsation and achieve neccssary promptness.

Hon, . COLLIER: Even paragraph (d)
gives very great powers. It reads—

The duties of the board shall be to re-
commend to the Agrienltural Bank what
assistanne shall be pgiven and advances
mado onder the Act. )

Ti the elause is pmssed this board of deputy
wembers will have the right, without rcfor-
ence to the original board or to the Minister,
to regowmond direet to the Agrieultural Bank
whit assistance shall be given. That ig too
grent a power to hand to deputies who may
bhe appointed only temporarily beeause the
hoard tor the time heing is unabie to nttend
to a rush of work,

Mr., Money: Tt will be reviewed by the
bank,

Fou. P, COLLTER: Certainly; still, auch
# recommendation would earry very great
weight, I liope the Minister will not procced
to endow these twien, appointed temporarily,
with all the powers conferred by the Act.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: X hope the Premier
will agree to delete this clause, for the powers
it confers on deputies are altogether too
great, 'The Minister hns not time to give
sufficiontly close serutiny to everything done
by the board. How, then, will it be possible
for him to closely serntinise the operations
of o board of deputies?

The PREMIER: There is something in
the contention of the hon. member. Probably
wo are delegating more power than I thought
we were. L am willing to have this clause
struek out. I still think that the limitation
set up by thess words in the original clanse
is n sunfficient safeguard, but, as we can
earry on our work without this power, I am
willing to let it go.

Clause put and negatived.

Clause 5—agreed to.

Clanse 6—Amendment of Section 12:

Hon. P. COLLIER: I wonder whether
the portion of Section 12 of the prineipal
Act regarding pastoral lenses was ever put
into cffect. Are our pastoral leases being
acquired for this purpose, or are they likely
to be aequired? :

The PPremier: Some of them have been.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Have any returned
soldiers applied for pastoral lemses?
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The Attorney General: I applied for ome
mmi, but he could not get one.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not awarc that
any application .has been made to resumo
pastoral lands. This is what this amend-
ment would mean, namely, the resumption of
pastoral leases,

The Premier:
few small places.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Tley would have to
be very small. I cannot imagine the re-
turned soldier being able to purchase a large
pastoral lease, after what 1 have heard of
the profits that have been made upon them.

Mr. MALEY: A day or two ago T asked
a question as to whether therc was any
power to resume pastoral leases for returned
soldiers. The Premier baldly replied in the
affirmative, and said that the other matters
mentioned in the question were under con-
sideration. Wjll the Premier point out any
speeific authority, which lie says he has to
enable him to resume pastoral
land?

The PREMIER: We have bought some
pastoral leasges, in the cases of two or three
men whe have combined together.

Hon. . Collier: TFor soldivr settlement?

The PREMTER: Yea.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Does not Seetion 10
of the Aet give power to resmme pastoral
leases?

The PREMIER: TIf it is desired to
sccure land at’a cheap rate, it may not he
possible to get it by that means. People are
not always remdy to sacrifiee their loldings,
In many cases in the North-West people are
living a strenuous life and are not making
big fortunes. I have a report frem a pas-
toral lessec whose land is sitnated near the
Cue line. He has been there for ten years
brt has not made o fortune yet.

We bave purchased some

Clanse put and passed.
Clange T—Amendment of Section 15:

Hon, P. COLLIER: I notice that the
amount set down here is being raised from
£500 to £625, TIs this also by arrangement
with the Comménwealth Government$

The Premier: Yes.

Hon, P, COLLIER: This, then, is the
amount which the Commonwealth Govern-
ment advanced at which the rate of interest
commences at 3% per cent.?

The Premier: That is so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Ts this in conformity
with an old promise made by the Common-
wealth Government?

The Premier: This is the result of the
decision arrived at by the Premiers’ confer-
ence last vear.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I am surprised that
this promise of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment has only just materialised.

The Honorary Minister: It was found to

- be insufficient in the Eagtern States.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The Commonwealth
Government found that they were not gen-
erous enough in many ways toward the re-

leasebold -
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turned soldiers, but they only found it out
during the last few weeks.

The Premier: This was arranged some
time ago,

Hon. P, COLLIER: [Extensions have
becn madle in all directions doring the last
few weeks by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. Even a eandidate for Federal Parlia-
mentary honours only found it convenient a
few weeks ago to distribute the military pay
which he bas had for many months. I sus-
pect everything in the Bill whieh has rela-
tion to a promise made by the Common-
wealth Government. Their promises are not
worth the striking of a mateh, and they
have to be tied down by Act of Parliament.
The week before Parliament closed a meotion
was submitted that the promise made by Mr.
Hughes for the payment of a gratnity for
soldiers should be ratified and eonfirmed by
Act of Parlinment before the elections. The
motion was rejected by Mr. Hoghes and his
supporters, showing that there was no inten-
tion of carrying out the pledge.

Hon. W, . Angwin: There has never
been such n disereditable election.

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 objeet to this whole-
sale attempt Lo bribe the men who kept Aus-
tralin free. The Federal anthorities ought
to have a higher regard for the honour and
integrity of our returned soldiers than to be
scattering broadenst thelr promises on the
eve of the elactions. After the 13th Decem-
ber the soldier will slump very considerably
in the eatimation of these people. Unless the
Premier can assare me that this promise has
been ratified by some statute, from which
these slippery geutlemen eannot cseape, T
am unot prepared to pass it.

The PREMIER: There is no counspiraey
between Mr, Hughes and myself.

Hon. P. Collier: T am sure of that.

The PREMIER: If Mr. Hughes would
inercase this amount by another £300 by to-
morrow morning, I wonld telegraph and ask
him to do so.

Hon, P. Coilier:
you do.

The PREMIER: It did not occeur to me
to make use of the oceasion, This £625 is
not given by the Commonwealth, baut ia
merely an advance. I hope the Committee
will net reduce the amount. This arrange-
ment wag made some tonths ago.

Hon. P, Callier: Fave you tied him up?

The PRIEMIER: T am quite satisfied it

is all right. 1L am spending the money all
the time so that they really are paying up.

Clause put and passed.

Clause S-—agreed to.

Clause 9—Amendment of Scetion 22;

Hou. P. COLLIER: This clanse seems to
-eontradiet the pareut Act. The Act says that
the Minister may on the recommendation
of the Dboard puvchase any alicnated land.
Now a proviso is added which says that
the board may purchase for the discharged
goldier any alicunted land, and there 1is
thus, it appears to me, a divided authority.

He will promise you if.
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Mr. Maley: This is an exaet copy of the
Act with the exception of the addition of
the words ‘‘conditional purchase.’’

Hon. P. COLLIER: The amendment is
practically the same as the section of the
Act. It has been badly drawn up.

My, Money: Docs not the board act as
the agent for the discharged soldier ¥ They
may buy for him.

Haon, P. COLLIER: The Ac¢t shys, ‘‘The
Minister may on the recommendation of
the hoard purchiase on behalf of the Crown
apy alienated land.’’ The thing is con-
tradictory. T am not a lawyer but if I
were [ would stake my life on the reading
of that. -

© Mr. Money: The soidier would he the
prineipal,
Hon, P. COLLIER: The DMinister is

purchasing for the soldier cven though he
ig purchasing for the Crown.
Mr, Money: Yes, ultimately.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Tn any case, the
pewers are inconsistent. If it is the right
thing for the Minister to purchnse on be-
half of the Crown for soldier settlement, it
should be right for the Alinister to pur-
¢hase for the discharged soldier diveet be-
causc be ia doing it for that purpose in the
first instance. The soldier may decide to
acquire a whole pastoral lease. Under this
amcendment the board will have power te
effect the purchase without reference to the
Minister at all,

Mr. Money: They help him now.

Hon. P, COLLIER : But I do not think
any hoard under this Act sheuld have the
final say as to the purchase of any eastates,
hecange whilst we know operations in this
respect have to do with single holdings, the
clause does not limit them to that. It wmay
he a large pastoral lense, The final say
xs to the purchase of the property should
be that of the Minister.

The PREMIER: It was never intended
that this power should go entirely to the
board. I think we can amend the clause in
the direction we all desire to see it altered,
by the addition of a few words. I move
an amendment—

That in line 3 after the word ‘““may?”’
the words ‘“and with the approval of the
Minister’’ he inserted,

That will meet the canse. The paragraph
will then read, ‘‘The board inay, with the
approval of the Minister, purchase for a
discharged soldier any alienated land ete.?’?
We want to obviate the necessity of revest-
ing these smali hiocks in the Crown.

Amendment pnt and passed; the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clause 10—Amendment of Section 28:

Hon. P, COLLIER: T do not think there
is any nced for Bubsection {2) of the Act
which this clanse proposes to amend. ‘‘The
Government may raise snch sums of money
ns may be required for the purposes of thia
Act.’”’” The Premier proposes to omit the
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limitation of £50,000 on the ground that the
money has to be appropriated by Parlia-
ment, I do not know it is necessary to do
that, though it may be neccessary. Seeing
that the money for this purpose is raised
by & loan Act, anfl then on the Loan Esti-
mates we appropriate the money for the
different purposes, and seeing also that the
amount will have to be appropriated by
Parliament for the purpeses set out,. it
seems to me that the paragraph in the Aet
WA uURnecessary. -

Clauge put and passed.
Clause 1l1—Amendment of Section 29:

Hon, P. COLLIEER : Evidently the Pre-
mier seeks to give greater consideration in
the way of payments than was intended in
the original Aet. This will mean a remis-
rion of a considerable sum of money.

The Premier: Tt might be.

Mr., Money: It will be nothing when
aequired by the Crown; it only applies to
the individual properties,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is really giving a
greater concession to the soldiers, Tt pro-
poses to free soldiers from the charges
under the Stamp Aect.

Clause put and passed.

Clange 12—agreed to.

New clause, Amendment of Section 5:

Mr. PICKERING: 1 move—

That the following mew clause be added
to the Bill to stand as Clause 13:—1, The
member of the board required by Section 5
of the prineipal Act to be a discharged
goldier shall be appointed by the Governor
on the nomination of the Western Austra-
lian branelh of the Returned Sailors, Sol-
diers, and Nurses Imperial League of Aus-
tralin. 2, The nmcwber of the cxisting
board appointed as a diseharged soldier
shall, on the commencement of this Act,
retire from the board, but shall be eligible
for nomination and reappointment,

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot aeccept the new
clause beeause it is not rélevant to the sub-
jeet matter of the Bill. T rule fhe new clause
out of order.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported with amendments:

BILL—AJANA-GERALDINE
RATLWAY,

Becond Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [6.0] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The owners of
mining lease No. 150 at Northampfon, known
as the Surprise lead mine, have been very
eongiderably hampered in their operations
owing to the expense of carting their lead
ore fto the Government railways and, having
heen able to secure material and plant for
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the laying down of a light line, they have
sought power to carry out the work. This
Bill, therefore, is to epable them to lay the
line, and every precaution has been taken to
see that the interests of the State and of
those concerned are guarded. The Bill gives
authority for the line to be constructed and
maintained. Regarding the land regnired to
lay the line down, such land which is un-
alienated from the Crown may be used and
other land may be resumed under the usual
conditions.  Provision is also made that,
should the Government of the day at any time
think it in the interests of the country te
aequire this railway, it may be purchased,
and the sum at which it may be purchased
will be determined by the Engineer-in-Chief
of the Public Works Department.  Such
priee is not to exceed the cost of eonstrue-
tion less veasonable allowance for deprecia-
tion, Tt is alse provided that, should matters
turn out unfortunately and the lease not
prove a suceess, the lessces may surrender
their lease, and if they do not make arrange-
ents with the Government to purchase the
railway, they may remove the rails and
material.  There is one econdition that if
they do this, they shall level the road and
make it decent, so that it way be nsed if
necessary for other purposes. The sarvey of
the " line is to be made by the Public
Works Department at the cost of the mine,
The reason why I stipulated this was that, if
the mine torned out to be a success and if
the Government considered it advisable to
lay down a standard line, the ronte would be
snch as would he followed hy a Hpe intended
to serve the whole of the district. Members
know that it would be of very great com-
venience to have a light railway of this sort
on which material coull he conveyed during
the congtruction of the standard line.

Mr, O’Loghlen: What gange will the line
he?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I under-
stand 3ft.

Han, P. Collier: Understand!
know?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cannot
say at the moment,

‘Hon. ¥. Collier:
gange!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A line of 3ft. gauge
would be wo good for the Government to
purchase,

The MINISTER FOR WORES: It might
be 3ft. Gin.; I am not sure.

Hon. P, Collier: There is no 3ft. gauge any-
where,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do not
regard that as being of any great importance,
It ia probable that it will be a 3ft. 8in. line
with light rails., The Government would not
he likely to purchase the railway unless it
was found desirable to do so. Provisicn has
been made for the line to carry .goods and
passengers. )

My, O'Loghlen: Should not this be termed
o tramway instead of a railway?

Do not you

You think it is a 3ft.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Formerly
it would have been termed g tramway but
the Crown Law authorities are responsible
for calling it a railway, When the first
draft ¢ame befere me, I struck out the word
railway and inserted tramway, knowing that
this was the term used in years gone by, but
it has been altered again. However, that
does not make any difference. Provision has
been made for the carriage of goods and
passengers, and for the Government to make
by-lawa. The schedule contains a deseription
of the route and the right is given to de-
viate three miles on either side. The Bill
is & plain and simple measure to as-
sist those who are ecarrying on a very
important work, and the reason for the rail-
way is to enable them to reduce the cost of
cartige. Now that the value of the product
has gone down, owing to the cessation of the
war, it is necessary, if the industry is to be
continued, to reduce expenses wherever pos-
aible.

Mr. Mnaley, The price of lead is now at a
higher point than any reached during the war
period—£36 10s. a ton.

Mr. Willcock: They would save a lot of
money by using a railway.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Certainly.

Mr. Hudson: You were wrong in saying
that the price had gone down.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That was
an error; we all make errors. The length of
the line will be about 11 miles, If the rail-
way will cnable the company to redugze the
cost of carriage, even though the price of
lead is higher than it has been, the company
will have more money for the development of
the mine. We want to see our lead and
other mines worked successfully, in order to
make bigger opportunities for our people. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. P, Collier, debate ad-

journed.

BILL—NORTHAMPTON MECHANICS’
INSTITUTE.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORES (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [6.8] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This i &
little Bill dealing with the Northampton dis-
trict. Members will recollect that, when I
gave notice of the measure, Mr, Maley j;hought
a mistake had been made in describing the
land ss Northampton town lot No, 8135. 1
have had full inquiries made regarding this.
The Crown Law authorities sent the plan to
me, and it appears that originally there way
a reserve. Many years ago a portion of this
reservo was cut out for the purpose of a
mechanics’ institute. The Lands Department
at the time marked this partienlar lot No.
811. The reason for the Bill is that the in-
stitute was vested in trusiees and, doring
the process of time, some of the trustees have
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died. Eighteen montha or two years ago, an
attempt was made to get this building into
the hands of the loeal authority. One of the
trustees, Mr. Burgess, was quite willing that
this should be done, and signed the neccs- -
sary papers. The other trustee, Mr. Wil-
lizms, deferred signing time after time for
one reason or another., Recently ther¢ has
been received from the distriet a petition,

" signed very largely and asking what stops

shoutd be taken to have the reserve vested in
the road board. As the building has fallen
into desuetude, it will very soon cease to be
a building at all unless it is taken in hand
and repaired, Mr. Williams wounld not agree
to sign. The Public Works Department have
communigated with him and asked him to
sign. He professed to be reusomable, but he
did not sign.

Mr. O’Loghlen: What were the rensons for
not signing?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That the
majority of people in the district did not
wigh it to be handed over to the road boara.

Hon. P. Collier: Do the people of the dis-
trict know that this Bill is coming forward?
Have they had an opportunity to express an
opinton?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Y¢s, we
have a petition from a great number of the
people of the distriet. The member for the
distriet will be able to give further informa-
tion regarding that. The position is that
this building is falling inte disrepair and be-
eoming an absolute wreck. There is no one
to look after it. The trustees will not do any-
thing; the road board tannot do anything
unless the lot is transferred to them, and the
Government are powerless to do anything
unless the land is revested in the Crown, I
800 no objection to the Bill.

Mr. Huodson: What are the terms of the
original vesting?

Hon, P. Collier: The state of disrepair of
the building is in keeping with the condition
of the whole town.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS; The re-
maining frustee apparently does not want
to divest himself of his brief authority, and
will do nothing for the good of the people
of the district. Therefore, the whole matter
needs to be put on a proper footing.

Mr, O'Loghlen: He must be like you, a
little stubborn,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No doubt
he is. Tf T may take the authority of that
eminent paper, the ‘‘Primary Producer,”’
which appeals to the Country party so much,
and is quoted so often by members opposite,
I am like the hog that won't go; obstinacy
is my nmame. I commend the Bill to the
House, It has been considered by the officers
of the road board depariment, and the andi-
tor has reported in favour of it. Ome trustee
says he is quite satisfied to hand it over it
a majority of the people are in agreement.
According to the member for the district the
regidents desire it, and the Houge should cer-
tainly consider the circumstonces, T move—

Tha¢ the Bill he now read a second time,
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Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [6.13]: The
facts are as outlined hy the Minister. The
mechanies’ institute is not a credit to the
town. T do not endorse the remark from the
front Opposition henches that the town is in
practically the same state as the institnte.
The institute was one of the first mechanies’
institutes huilt in the State by Government
assistanee. Tn those days, the proeedure was
to vest the land and building in trustees, but
the practice to-day is somewhat different.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MALEY: The Noerthampton road
hoard desire to obtain control of the loeal
meehanies’ institute in order that it may he
lockeil after and earved for. Mr. Williams,
ouc of the two surviving trustecs, has invar-
iably stated that he is perfectly willing to
sign the transfer, but has always jiblied
when it eame to the nelnal point of signing.
That has heen going on during the last three
years. Within the past 12 months the Puh-
lie Works Department took the matter in
haned with a view to inducing My, Williams
to sign the neeessary transfer, but their ne-
gotintions have achieved no more than those
of the read board, IMenee the introdnetion
of this Rill.

Qnestion put and passal,
Bill read o sccond time.

In Commuittee, cte.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported withimt amenduient, and the
repovt adepfed.

Read a thivd time, and transmiitted to the
Legislative Couneil,

BITL.LL—ROAD DISTRICTS.
Returned from the Couneil with
ments,

amend-

BILL—-SHIPPING AND PILOTAGE
CONSOLIDATION ORDINANCE AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAT, SECRETARY (Hon. T
T. Broun—Beverley) [7.38] in moving the
geeond reading said: This is a small Ril! in-
tended to amend the ‘“Act to nlter and ex-
teud the provisions of the Shipping and Pilot-
age Consolidation Ordinanee, 1835 U~
dor that Aet the maximuum amount charye-
able for the piloting of a vessel is £12. Tn
order to vemove that restriction, Claunse 2
of the Bill proposes to delete from Seetion 2
of the principal Act the words ‘‘but so as
never to exceed.’” Tu the ease of the port
of Wyndhum, where the coast is dangerous,
the distanee over which a vessel has fo be
piloted into harbour is from 25 to 30 miles,
and the cost of the service is heavy. Shortly
o number of wvessels will he proceeding to
Wyndham, and as the law stands they ean-
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not he charged more than £12 for pilotape,
It will be neecessary to appoint a harbour
master for Wyndham, and the Government
do not desire to meke a loss on piloting ves-
scls into the port. Other vessels besides onr
Stute steamers  visit  Wyndham—the Com-
nmonwealth ships and the steamers of private
companies, Tf this Bill passes, the Govern-
ment will be able to eharge what they con-
sider fair for pilotage. I move—

That the Bill be now read a seeond time,
Question put and passed.
Bill read a sceond time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, repurted without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Legislative Couneil,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1919.-20,
In Committee of Supply,

Resunted from the previous sitting; M,
Stubbs in the Chair.

Coloninl Becvetary’s Department, Hon, T,
T. Broun, Minister,

Postponed
£711,2.00.,

The CHATRMAN: The leader of the Op-
|rosition has noved an amendrient that this
vote be reduced by £500,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY {Hon. T.
T. Broun—Beverley [7.44]: The report of
the select committee which inguired into
the ospital for the Insance is in kecping
with the evidence givan hefore the commit-
tee, which is appended to the report, [ have
looked throwgli the report and must say that
it is a very vomprehensive one, I have not
gone right through it from beginning te cnd,
but T have looked at the main portivns of
the doeument amil the eovidence that was
taken. T find that in wmany instances the
cvidence was rather contradictory and not
substantiated.  When T came into office, it
was rather infortunate for me as 2 new Min-
ister to find that at that time there wis
a certain amount of disseusion at the Clare-
mout Hospital for the Tusane., Qwing ¢« the
influenza  epidemnic it was fouwd neGessary
to iselate the institution for the protection
of the patients. The staff were informed
tint the institution wouldl he iselated and that
they would not be allowed to go off the pre-
',"is‘f“: Unfortunately a number of them oh-
Jeeted to the isolation and notice was given
warning those who broke isolation that they
would be dAismissed, if the waruing swero
disobeyed. T am pleased to find that the com-
mittea npheld the action of the authorities in
isplating the institntion. We have been for-
tunate indeed that noe influenze  gceurred
there. It has Dbeen atated that although
action was taken against those who left

Vote—Tunacy and Incbriates,

.
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the institution and disobeyed the isolation
order, a numher of other-members of the
staff left the institution from time to time.
That may be so, but it was not the fault of
the Tnspector General nor the Superintendent,
becansa tlhey were continvally watching to
see that the isolation order was not dis-
obeyed. The grounds of the institution cover
a large area and it would be impossible to
notice cveryone who went in or out of the
institution.  Although insuberdination was
prevalent, cven amongst the memtbers of the
staff themselves, there was a certain amount
of disagreement. Tn faet, they were not a
bappy family. Naturally when & lot of peo-
ple live in an institution such as the Clare-
mont Asylum, differences arigze among mem-
bers of the staff. In going throwgh the re-
port I have no desire to go into cvery de-
tail or to vend lengthy portions of the evi-
dence to the House, bnt I desire to draw
attention to a few matters. When speaking
the other night, the leader of the Opposition
inferred that the Minister is responsible for
all that takes place in an institution like
this. T think the leader of the Opposition
knows better than that. Tt is impossible for
a Winister to know everything that takes
place, but he has to rely upon the heads of
the institution bhe controls, as every other
Minister has to do. Surely he does nolt ex-
pect e to step aboard an aeroplane and
fly north to see whether, at the Moola Bulla
station, the natives are heing fed or to go
to Broomc to sce whether unlicensed ships
are used for pearling or ceven to go te all
the different institutions under my control
to sec that cverything is as it should be and
take the complete responsibility for cvery-
thing. T have to rely to & great extemt, as
every Minister docs, upon the heads of the
ingtitutions and naturally be guided by the
information given by those hends.

Hon, T. Walker: That is, contrel by the
heads, not the Minister. :

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Nothing
of the kind, I expect the heads of the de-
partment to advise me and I accept my
share of ‘responsibility. The other night tho
member for Xanowna (Mr. Walker) re-
ferred to me as a rubber stamp. I am no
more a rubber stamp Minister than the hon.
member WAs.

Hon. T. Walker: It looks like it

The GOLONTAT., SECRETARY: Not af
all.  Regarding the Inspector General for
the Tnsane, the leader of the Opposition
complained of his appointment during the
war. Tt was nothing unusnal to appoint a
man to a position where the previons head
hag died or left. Dr. Montgomery died and
the superior officer at the institution took
his place. That is quite a customary thing
to Ao cspecially where institutions such as
that at Clarement are concerned. The In-
spector General has had a preat experience
so far as lunaey is concerned and naturally
the Government considered it best to ap-
point him to  the position, As a matter of faet
jt was done prior to the present Government
coming into office and it is therefore um-
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necessary for we to labour that question. [
desire to be fair not only to the [nspoctor
General himself but also to those in the in-
stitution, There is no one who has a greater
feeling of sympathy towards the patients
thau myself nor a greater desire for their
protection, safe keeping, and happingss in
that institution. A good deal of the trouble
that has existed ond still exists there iy
undoubtedly dve to the lack of aceommoda-
tion and the overerowding of the patieats.
Wlhen paticuts are overcrowded as is the case
at the Claramont justitution, it is harder for
them to reeover than it they had plenty of
roent to move about in and had more liberty,
It has been mentioned by the riember for
North-East Fremantle and other members of
the committee that men who were dismissed
from the institution were being pursued and
vietimiged. Theve is no vietimisation what-
ever so far as | know, T mentioned before
when we were diseussing the appointment of
a Royal Camnmission that some members who
had been dismissed from the institution ap-
rlied far positions at Blackboy, but it was
eonsidered at that time that if they were
vot sutisfied with isolation in one place, they
wonld not he satisfed with it in aanother,
That was really the reason, in all probability,
why they were not taken on at Blackboy;
at least, that is what T surmise. They have
not been vietimised to my kunowledge and T
have been vnable to find anything to support
the contention that they have been victimn-
tsed. Rewarding the ease of MeGowan, the
member tor North-East Fremantle mentioned
my name in that conneetion. T was informed
by the Inspector Gencral that this man was
not well and his physical condition was such
that it would not be safe to reinstate him in
his old position,

. HMon, W, C. Angwin: How did he Xmow
that, secing that he 431 not exnmine him#$

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: I notice
that that point was brought out in cxamina-
tion, but he stated in evidence that he could
tell by locking at the man. T came to the
same conclnsion myself. When he eame to
s¢o me I thought at that time that he looked
very ill T counld not say whether it was
tubereulosis or not. I am a layman and
would not he able to judge that matter.

Hon, W, Angwin: Dr. Montgomery
said he was not infectious,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Dr. Mont-
gomery lid not bind himself in any way.
He said that he would probably be infectious
but he would not guarantee he was cured.

Hon. W, . Angwin: He gave a certifieate
to say he wang fit for duty,

Hon. T. Walker: That is good enongh.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: In reply
ta a question by the chairman as to whether
if he had been in charge of the asylum and
thought that this man’s physieal condition
wag suel that it would not he safe to employ
him there, having regard to the health of
the other patients, and liad afterwards found
that he hird recovered, he would have given
him haeck his positien. The doctor replied
ihat if MeGowan had apnlied for a position
at Wooroloo and if there had been n vacancy,



[28 NovEmser, 1919.]

he would have appointed him, but they had
no such pogition to give him at Woorcloo.
MeGowan, he further said, was a medical
nurse, and if he had heen willing to make a

position as orderly, he would have given it -

to him,
tlon—

Do you think he would be a source of
danger to the patients at Claremont if he
had been reappointed to his old position?

The doctor replied—

Not when he left the sanatorium. He
wasg then quite able to take ap his old posi-
tion. Of course we cannot tell from day
to day what may happen. Such a man
may get influenza and in three or- four
days’ time may become infectious; but I
could not any that he was infectious when
he left Woorcloo,

Mr. Chesson: You conld say the same
thing about any man with influenza.

The COLONIALSECRETARY : In reference to
the Edwards saso, T want to make the position
clear rogarding the lotter. Tho position is that
he approached the Inspector General and told

im he was leaving the institution and then
wrote the lotter to the Inspoctor General that
has been quoted in evidence, aftor he had ap-
proached me. I propose to take the points
given in the summing up of the evidonce by the
select committee. In regard to the dairy, we
all know that the milk is supplied to the different
hogpitals, with the result that there is not sufficient
for the whole of the institutions. The Govern-
ment are now importing several additional cows,
80 a8 to bring the supply up to the requirements.
Ag to the fire appliances, I admit that they should
havo been kept in order. 1t is to be hoped that
in future they will be properly maintained. As
it i, according to the roport of the seleck com-
mitteo the placo is dangerous, and unless propoer
fire appliances are provided there may some day
be a oatastrophe. The same may bo said of the
alarms. These points will be attended to. As
to the use of croton oil, wo learn from the moedical
witnesses that the medicine is not harmful if
it be properly adminigtered. It is shown in
the ovidenes that in 1913 there was a stock of
six ounces of croton oil at the nstitution. To-day
there ia atill from two to three ounces in stock.
None of the attendants admitted having ad-
ministered croton oil, so it is strange what has
become of the threo ounces which have dis-
ngapea.red. No complaint has been made by
the visiting committee in respeot of the use of
oroton oil. In my opinion the drug should not bo
administered except under the dostor’s orders.
In rogard to the change of diet, that is a mattor
ontirely for the Inspector Gengral himself. It
costg him nothing to supply whatever is neces-
sary for the patients. The visiting committee,
in their report of the 18th October, 1919, say
they saw all the patients, who appeared to bo
well cared for. They saw the meals sproad, and
testitied that they were of good quelity and
sufficient. They were interviewed by 54 patients,
but they report that there woro ne complaints
of any importance, They examined all the
dormitories, and found them eclean and in order.
The roport of the visiting committee is entirely
favourabie. In regard to the low porcontage
of recovories among the patients, the causes for

[67]

The chairman also asked the gques-
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this are various. One of the chief factors is
the ovorcrowding, and the mixing up of all
classes and types of patients. Unless we can
provide sufficiont accommodation at tho institu-
tion, it is not likely that thore whi bo so high
a percentage of rocoveries as thore would be
under more favourable sonditions of segrogation.
It is pointed out that tho recoveries have been
vary fow, especially during lass yemr, If we
take the figures for the montal wards at the
Kalgoorlie and Perth public hospitals as a com-
parison, it will be found that they throw a now
light on the recoveries at Claremont. In 1908
the admissions at the mental wards were 154,
the deaths 9, the dischargos 87, and the transfors
to Claremout 58. In 1918 tho admissions were
427, deaths 7, discharges 278, and the transfers
to Claromont 138. Obviously only the worst
oages were transferred to Claromont, cases not
likely to recover. That is the point I want to
raiso, It makos a big difference in the percentage
of rocoveris, If wo take tho whole of the ad-
missions into the mental wards, in conjunction
with the transfers to Claromont, we find
that in 1909 tho percentage of recoveries waa 52+ 56.

Hon. W.C. Angwin : Do you infer that pationta,
although not insene, were sent from the mental
ward to Claremont ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No, just
the raverse. Only the abgolutely insane are
gent to Claremont, with the rogult that the ro-
covories at Claremont are not uearly as many
as they might be. It will be noticed that in
1909 only 15¢ were admitted to the mental
wards, whereaa in 1918 the number rose to
427, the transfers to Claromont being 138, aad
the disobarges 278, In 1909 the admissions
at Claremont wore 312, and the recoveries 164,
meking the percentage of recoveries 52-56 per
oent.

Hon. P. Collier : Is this the Inapactor Gonoral's
explanation ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No, I got
the figures for myaelf.

Hon, P. Collier: But the hon. member will
not contend that he is able to prepare a defonce
which did not oceur to the [nspector General ¢

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The figures
I have show that the institution has had ad-
missiony from Kalgoorlie and from Perth,

Hon. P. Collier : But you are working it up as
accounting for tho low porcentage of recoveries,
That defence did not occur to the Inspector
General when before the seloct committee,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : He probably
did not give it o thought. But it makes ail the
differance to tho percentage of rocoveriea in the
institubion,

Hon. T, Walkor : [t is misleading .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : No, hocause
only vory serious ceses are taken from the mental
wards st Kalgoorlie snd Perth and put into the
Claremoat hospital.

Mr. Jones : That has alwaya been dono,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I admit
that. Only the worst casos are transferred to
Claromont, TIn 1918 there wers 427 admissions,

Hon. T. Walker: How meny of thom returned
from the war ?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Not many.
Tho returnod men go to Stromness. In 1918
thore wore 495 admissions to the hospital, and
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the recoveries were 312, the percentage being
63-03.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
them all at the hospital.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Some of
them at the hoapital are insane for only a very
short time, The percentage of recoveries from
1909 to the prosent day are as follow :—In 1909
it was 52 per cent.; in 1910 it was 61 per cont. ;
in 1911 it was 68 per cent.; in 1912 it was 64

r cont, ; in 1913 it was 65 por cent. ; in 1914
it was 62 per cent. ; 1915 it was 68 per cent. ;
in 1917 it was 63 per cent, ; in 1918 it was 63-03
per cent. These percentages are basad on the
actual figures,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They do not keep the
insans at the mental wards for more than a

weoalkk.

The COLONIAL BSECRETARY: I know
that. The worst cases are sent to Claremont.

Hon, T. Welker: All oases of insanity are
sent there,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Un-
doubtedly ! It all depends on what the hon.
member terme insanity.

Hon, T. Walker : Thoss who are insans,

Hon, P. Collier: He has palmed off that
explanation on you becauss he would not use
it himsslf,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is a
thoroughly good explanation and the hon. member
will find that it is so.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That will not carry
any weight. .

Mr. Pilkington: There is no reflection upon
the Inspector General in the repori in this case.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : The solect
committes complain in regard to the porcentage
of recoveries being not so high as they should
be, and they said thet it was only 15 per cent.
and had fallen off very considerably.

Mr, Jones: It is his own conssience that is
sondemning him, .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : A question
was asked a8 to the reason for this, but the In-
spector General was not able to answor it at the
time,

Mr. Pickering: Is mnot the percentage of
recoveries all on the same basis ?

Hon, W. C. Angwin : Yes, on the admissions,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Thst is
what I went to point out. There are many
patients taken into the wards at the different
hospitals that are cured before they leave.
They may have been thought to have been
insane, othorwise they would not have gone
there.

Hon, T. Walker: That is only tho testing
stage in order to find out whether they are
mental or not, It is & receiving home.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The point
has been raised as to the discharging of patients
and the difficulsy there is of getting & patient out
of the hospita! for insane onoe he has been placed
there. Several complaints were made by the
parents, or relatives of insane persons, to the
offect that thoy were unable to get them cut
of the hospital once they got in. No doubi a lot
of the insanity amongst the patients there is
due to the lack of accommodation, for they have
not all the chance of resovery that they wounld
otherwiso get.

I advise you to keep
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Hon, T. Walker: This is a place for making
lunasics and not for ouring them.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes, in some
cases owing to the overcrowding of the institution
and to the lack of proper favilisies for the
patients.

Hon, T, Walker: You admit that. You
had better keep your mouth buttoned up there.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: What we
want is another building and more accommoda-
tion, so that those patients who are likely to
recover can be isolated from those who are not
likely to recover. When persons are only slightly
affected montally, their ohances of recovery
are impaired if they are placed amongst other
people who ame really bad mentally, Such
elightly affected persons should he isolatod, as
is done at Whitby. At this latter place there
is a very different type of patients. These
patients are given their liberty and have every
opportunity of improving in health. They can
stay out all day and there is no troubls abous
controlling thom. That cannot be said of the
patients at tho Claremont Asylum, at all events
in its prosent over-crowded ocondition. The
Turner case has been mentioned, The evidence
regarding that case appears in the report and
included amongst this is the evidence of Dr.
Tymms. The hon. members on reading this
evidence must come to the conolusion thas
Turner was insane, No one knows better than
the Inspector General or the superintendent,
both of whom are continually passing ¢hrough
the hospitals, how to judge of the insanity of a
patient, They have the necessary training and
are able to diagnose & case even on sight when
passing through the hospital. Thero is ne
judge, however eminent he may be, who can
dotermine ao well the mental condition of &
person &s oan those who are intimately associated
with mental cases. Judgea should, therefore,
rely upon the testimony of the Inspector General
or other medical officers of the institution as
to whether & patient should be relpased or not.
In 1902 or 1903 a man was released by o judge
contrary to the advice of Dr. Montgomery. This
man subsequently ook his own lifo after attempt.
ing to shoot the merabers of his family. This
kind of thing has oocurred on many oocasions.
We should not go against the evidence of the
medioal officers in an institution of this kind,
and say that patients should be roloased whon they
aro not fit to be at large. The question of the
shortage of staff was raised. ‘The Inspector
Genoral has power by an order in Council to
appoint to the ataff and also to dismissany member
of the staff if he requirestodo eo. Inhisevidence
Dr. Birmingham makes comparisons rogarding the
staffs of the various institutions he visited while
on his tour roundghe world. Hoe visited some 20
institutions in the United States and England,
and found that the proportion of attondants to
patients was not greater thar one to 10. In
some oases it was only 1 to 18, In New South

. Walea the proportion is 1 to 10, in Vietoria

1 to 6-2, and in Western Australia [ to 6-06,
which indicates that the number of attendants
to patients here is exceptionsl. The membaer
for Subiaco stated that there were 200 or 300
patients in the hospital suffering from senile
deony. Here again trouble arises through the
lack of accommodation, Such patients should
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be kept in an inetitution by themsslves, 8o that
they can be well cared for. The question of
lighting of the institution has also been referred
to. This is a matter which should receive atten-
tion, and if the lighting can be carried out more
cheaply than at present by meang of power
supplied by the Government electrio light station,
. then the matter can be taken inte consideration,
With regard to the building, Cabinet dscided
gome three yesrs ago to orect & maw one bug,
owing to the war, the matter was delayed, A
previous (Government had arranged that the
Ingpector (General and the Government architeot
should visit the Eastern States with the object
of inquiring into this matier. The plans were
to have besn prepared suitable for an institution
of this kind. That matter will be gone into
by the Government, and I hope befors,long
the money will he available for the purpose of
providing sufficient accommodation for sll the
patienis. The official visitors to the institution
have frequently pointed out the necessity for
increasing the medical staff, There certainly
is not sufficient medical staff thero at present.
I telegraphed to the Fastern States in order to
compare staffa at the institutions there with
the staffa here. At Callan Park in New South
- Wales they have one medical man to 220 patients.
At Gledsville the proportion is 1 to 287, At
Parramatta it is 1 to 312. At Kenmore it is
1 to 366, at Rydalmere it is 1 to 500; in one
hospital in Brisbane it is 1 to 339, at another
1 to 386 and at another 1 to 435, and in Adelaide
there i8 & superintendont, an aciing superin.
tendant, and a junior medical officer, which
represents three medical officers to 1,191 patients.
In Melbourne the percentage is 23 to 5,906, or
about 1 to 260, and at our own instituiion the
percentage is 1 to 373. It appears, therofore,
that the institutions are all on a par in this
respect, In my opinion we should have another
medical man in that institution, and if it is
considered advisable to. appoint such a man
the appointment will be made. 1 a board of
control is appoinied, the whole question of the
management of the hospital will undergo a
change. Before appointing such & board it
will be necessary to decide exactly what the
powers of the board will be. It would be very
much better if & beard were appointed under
the conteol of the Minister because the Minister
must keep his hand on the expenditure. It is
& matter which will require the closest attention,
which will be given o it by the (fovernment.
The whole trouble in the inatitution is caused by
overarowding. If the Government are able
to provide the money for erecting another build-
ing, much of this trouble will be overcome and
matters will be vory much better for all con-
corned. :

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.28]: The Colonial Secretary has
commented on a stetement made by the
Committee with regard to the percentage
of recoveries. The Inspeetor Gemeral eould
not account for the falling off in the per-
centage of recoveries., 1 suggested to him
that it might have been brougbt about by
the war and all he said wa3s that it might
be. The Colonial Secretary ‘has built up
his case on the mental wards of the Perth
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and Ralgoorlie hospitals, but these
nothing to do with it.
Hon. T. Walker: Nothing whatever |

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: These wards have
been in existenee for eight or 10 years and
the same method of aseertaining the per-
ceutage, namely on the admigsions, has
been in existence for the whole of that
fime., A patient is commitied to the Perth
Hospital mental ward if there are any
doubis as to his being mentally affected,
If he is proved to be insane upon the ex-
emination of two doctors, one of whom we-
longs to the Perth Public Hospital and the
other being a visiting doctor, he is eom-
wmitted to the asylum. If he is not insane
he does not go to the asylum. This prin-
eiple wonld apply whether there were five
or 500 persons concerned. Such a patient
is not kept in the Perth Hospital for more
than seven or 14 days.

The Colonial Secretary: They are kept
there for observation,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When I was Hon-
onary Minister administering the Health
Department, assisting Mr. Drew, a dispute
arose over the signing of certificates in con-
neetion with patients and the payment for the
work, This was in the case of patients com-
mitted to the institution, The late Minister,
Mr, Connolly, decided upon appointing a new
medical officer at the Perth Public Hospital
and that the signing of the certificates was
to be a part of hiz duties. The eonse-
quence was they could not get the other
doctors to signm the ecertificates with him
and Dr. Sweet waited on me to point out
the difficulty he had to contend with, He
said it had been the practice in the hospital
for some years, but Dr. Sweet could not
get the other doctors to sign because the
guinea was not forthcoming, and it meant
that they had to keep the mental patients
there longer on account of the doctors fail-
ing to sign the certificate. That also meant
an increased charge againgt the hospital.
Those patients were there merely for
observation and to determine whether they
were fit subjects for the asylum. Prior to
that time the patients were put into the
police lock-up and sert from there to the
asylum, but the basis of the Minister’s cal-
culation did not apply befors the mental
ward at the hospital wag built, As scon as
that ward was opened the patients were
not sent to the Claremont institution direct.
They were only sent there after they had
been declared to be insane by the doctora
at the mental ward hospital.

The Colonial Secretary: I am basing my
argument on the treatment by the doctors,

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: That makes neo
difference; it is based on the percentage.

The Colonial Secretary: The percentage
works ouf equally all the way down.

Hon, W, 0. ANGWIN: It does not; it varies.
Tn 1910 the recoveries were 43.39 per cent.,
and at that time the mental ward was in
existence and was being carried on as ie
being done to-day; that is, a person would

have
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be sent there for observation and would be
detained there for a week or 10 days, and
if it was proved by observation that the
patient was a fit subject for the hospital
at Claremont, he was declared to be insane
and sent there. The same thing applies to-
day, The percentages which appear in the
select eommittee’s report are taken from
the annual report presented to Parliament
by the Inaspector General himself.  The
figures were not prepared specially for the
select committee, and I would repeat that,
during the past 10 years, there has been no
alteration in the method of admitting
patients to the institution. At any rate, I
bhave n¢ intention of dealing any further
with that. The Minister referred to eroton
oil. If he has read our report, he will see
that we said that eroton oil, if administered
properly, was beneficial to the patients and
that it was used in other parts of the world,
or words to that effect, and that it should
be administered by a doctor. This appears
in the evidence given by Dr, Anderson—

5002. In reference to croton oil, and
the quostion of medical attendants giving
it without the permission of the doetor,
you unse these words, ‘“‘Are we going to
enumerate every drug in the place for
the guidance of the attendants.’’ Seeing
that croton oil is a very strong purgative
and must be used with care, are the
attendants instrncted at any time that it
ghould not be given without permission
of the doctorf—Croton oil is not specific-
ally mentioned to the attendants, and
neither is strychmine nor morphia. At-
tendants are allowed to give cough mix-
ture and the white draught.

5003. By Mr. Angelo: And nothing
else?—No. They are allowed to give a
laxative like castor oil.

The only question so far as the select com-
mittee was concerned in regard to crofon
0il was that the medical testimony showed
that it was used in almost every hospital
for the insane and, if properly adminis-
tered, was Dbenecficial to the patient. Dr.
Atkingon stated that it relieved the blood
pressure on the brain, Other doctors also
stated that it had that effect. But the
evidence of the doctors was thai it should
never to be administered except on the order
of a doetor,

Mr. Money: There i3 ndéthing in the re-
port that any damage haas been done.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: No. The Minister
stated in the House before the select com-
mittee was appointed that croton oil was
rarely used. The doctors in giving cvidenee
made a similar statement. My colleague
on that seleet committee, the member for
Subiaco, and others were aaxious to find
out hLow mueh croton oil had been used.
Evidenee was given that it had been used
in some instances drastically,

The Colonial Secretary: Where did it go?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That is what we
wanted to find out and we alse tried to find
out what quantity was used. The store-
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keeper was asked and he said, ‘I have gona
into that question and ¥ find that Gozs, were
brought here in 1913, It is kept in the
dispensary, not in the store.’’ A atatement
has Dbeen civeulated that while the commit-
tee asked the storekeeper what quantity of
oil was taken in, the Committee did rot
take into consideration the quantity of oil
which wag in the wards and which had never
been nsed. I do not know who circulated
that story but it must have come from the
institution, Anyhow it is quite wreng, The
storekeeper does not take in eroton oil, 1t
is taken into the dispensary and put into use
when required in the various wards. The
quantity brought in was 6ozs., and at the
time  the storekeeper gave evidemece he said
there was between Z2ozs. and 3ozs, there.

Mr. Meney: What is it worth an ouncef

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T do not know,
That aspeet of the question had nothing to
do with the ecommittee,

Mr., Money: Only that it seems two or
three punces of croton oil have been lost and
no damage has been done,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: What the committee
wanted to find out was the quantity which
had been used. We took into conzideration
the quantity of oil which was taken to the
institution, and the quantity that was there
at the time of the investigation.

My, Money: And there is so much migsing?

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: Yes, and according
to the evidence no person ndministered it. As
a mafter of fact eroton oil has been adminis-
tered to a fair number of patients, and if
the doctors did not administer it, then the
attendants or someone else must have done
g0, or clse they gave it to the rats, The re-
port of the select committee sets out—

A good desl of conflicting evidence has
been tendered on the question of croton
0il being administered to the patients.
From the evidence of Dr. Montgomery,
Wooroloo Sanatorium (Questions 3607 to
3610) Dr. Atkinson. Prineipal Medical Offi-
cer (Question 4546}, and Dr, Birmingham,
Fromantle (Question 6467) croton oil is
used frequently in all hospitals for the in-
sane and, when properly administered, is
of benefit to the patients. Tt is a drastie
purgative, and should only be administered
on an order from the doctor, #rom the
evidence of the Inspector General and Dr.
Rentley, eroton oil ia rarely given to pati-
ents aut Claremont, but, from the evidence
of the storekceper (Question 3464) the
quantity used has averaged approximately

150 doses per annum during the last five

years. Your committes is of opinion that

attendants should be instructed that croton
oil shall not be given to patients at any
time without a special order from the doe-

tor. .

I am not going to say that the doetors ad-
minjstered thé croton oil. There is no evi-
denes fo bear onf that statement, But some-
body did administor it.

Mr. Money: The oil is missing, and you are
not able to prove that it was used.
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Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: From the evidence
tendered it must have been given to a fair
number of patients,

Hon. T, Walker: And it was the duty of
the hospital authorities to account for it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: There is another
question it is well to refer to. The select
committee were not instructed, nor did they
jovestigate, any eharges against apy persom.
There 1z an impression about—of course I
have an idea of the source from which it
has come—that the select committee were ap-
pointed to investigate charges made againyi
Dr. Anderson. Nothing of the kins,

Mr. Pickering: Were any definite charges
madet

Hon. W, ¢. ANGWIN: No, we took into
eonsideration the gencral administration of
the hospital. We could not go beyond our
instrnetions given to us by Parliament. We
were tied down in regard to the matter. As
a matter of fact, the committee had to ask
Parliament to extend the powers originally
granted to enable them to take in the mental
ward at the Perth hospital, the mental ward
at Kalgoorlie, and the Whithy asylum. The
gtatement has been cirenlated that the com-
mittee did not treat Dr. Anderson fairly,
that we did not deal with him justly. That
in a lie and T throw it back in the teeth of
the person who was responsible for its ciren-
lation. The committee sat absolutely un-
biassed. As chairmac of that committee I
had nothing whatever against Dr. Andersen.
I went there with a completely open
mind so far as he was concerned.
Moreover the Labour party have never dis-
cussed Dr. Anderson, nor were they, as a
party, biassed against him. We took a great
deal of cvidence. There were 16 male wit-
nes<es, of whom five were still at the insfitu-
tion. The others were those who had been
dismissed through the isolation regulation.
Those 16 came voluntarily in response to the
invitation published in the newspaper. Then
we had a list of attendants before us, and
we pieked out 14 names, without knowing
the men. TIn addition one, 2 late em-
ployee of the institution, volunteered to give
evidence. The 14 te a man told us they had
nothing to say, but would be ready to answer
questions. Some of them could not under-
stand what they were there for, Dr. Ander-
son asked that he should be allowed to be
present and ecxamine the witnesses, The
matter was dealt with by the commities, and
it was decided that he should not be present,
hecause it was contrary to the Standing Or-
ders and, moreover, there was no charge
against Dr, Anderson, An additional reason
wag that it was thought that if he were pres-
ent we might not get the evidence so freely.
But we promised Dr, Anderson a copy of the
evidence, so that he eould go through it. We
first sent o copy to the Minister, to be sent
on to Dr. Anderson. Dr, Anderson said it
was being delayed, and asked that we should
supply him with a copy direct. This we did.
Then it was complained that we were keep-
ing back the evidence, The evidence was no
sooner produced than we sent a copy straight
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away to Dr. Anderson. If ever I have the
honour to act on a select committee again,
nothinge will induce me to send a copy of the
evidence to anyone,

Hon. T. Walker: Except to the witnesses.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I will never again
send a copy of evidence to any person ex-
cept to the witness intercsted.

Mr. Money: Was not Dr. Anderson prescnt
during the hearing?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No.

Mr. Harrison: He could not possibly be
there all the time.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: There was no need
for him to be there, secing that we were not
investigating any charge against him, We
supplied hiin with the evidence, and he had
full opportunity fér rebutting that evidence,
whereas no other witness had an opportunity
for rebutting Dr. Anderson’s evidence. Dr.
Anderson was the first witness and the last.
This is why T shall never again allow a copy
of the evidence to go out: The first wit-
nesses from the institution gave their evi-
dence openly and freely, but as soon as they
found that Dr. Anderson was getting a copy
of the evidence we had diffienlty in getting
evidence out of them. We could not imag-
ine why this was. I may say we had had
evidence againat Dr. Anderson on the score
of insobriety. In justice to Dr. Anderson,
once a witness had eharged him with having
been the worse for liquor I thought it ad-
visable to ask other witnesses the same ques-
tion. The majority of them replied in the
negative. One to whom I put the question—
““Did you ever see Dr. Anderson the worse
for liquor in the institution?’’ said ¢‘No.’’
Eventually that witness finished his evidence,
and I thanked him for his attendance. As he
rose to his feet he said—‘In regard to the
statement made here that Dr. Anderson has
been the worse for liquor, I want to give it
an ewphatic denial. I have been six years
in the institution and T have never seen Dir.
Anderson the worse for liquor,’’ Mr. Jones
said—‘‘How do you know there is evidence
that Dr. Anderson was the worse for
liguor?’’ and the witness replied— ‘Dr,
Bentley told me so.'’

Mr. Money: That was not wrong.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, under the
Standing Orders it was.

Hon. P. Collier: To go priming a wit-
ness hefore he gives evidence!

Mr. Money: Do not say ‘‘priming.’?

Hon. P, Collier: What else wag it?

Mr. Nairn: Dr. Bentley was only a wit-
ness himself,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN:; Not at that time.
He had not then been before vs, I am re-
vealing this in justice to the select commit-

tee. We did everything we could to give
]?r. Anderson fair play. The report shows
that. )

Mr. Money: There is nothing in the re-
port,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yet we are ac-
cused of being biassed! However, that state-
ment by the witness indicated the reason
why we eould not get evidence freely. Weo
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called 15 male attendants, and nine female
attendants. Nobody from the female divi-
gion volunteered to give evidence. Then we
had the matron, and, in addition, Dr. Bent-
ley. Sceing that we had evidence from all
parts of the imstitution, it might easily be
that some of the witnesses were biassed
against Dr. Anderson, but on the other hand
the preater number were in favour of him.
We thought we had taken sufficient evidence
to guide us as to the administration of the
institution, but Dr. Anderson wanted to
bring 16 or 17 additional witnesses to rebut
the evidence given. The seleet committee
discussed it and conciuded that it waa not
necessary to have more witnesses; that we
had sufiicient information before us te re-
port upon, and that it was necessary we
should report bafore Parlimment closed. _Dr.
‘Anderson had all the evilence and examined
it closely. I may add that he had also tha
assistance of the Crown Law Department.

Hon. P. Collicr: Which he -was not en-
titled to.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN; Yet he accuses us
of dealing uwnjustly by him. Dr. Anderson
came before us and occupied two days in
commenting on the evidence and answering
questions put te him, I want to emphagiae
that the select committee gave Dr, Anderson
and everybody connected with the institution
fair play, oven exeeeding their duties in
doivg 8o, violating the Standing Orders,

Mr. Angelo: He went right through the
evidence himself, . i

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We supplied him
with the whole of the evidence, even getting
a typewritten copy of the evidence taken on
the dar on which Dr. Anderson was thers,
and inviting him to take it home with him
for perusal. i .

Mr. Money: His name is not mentioned
in the recommendations,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: T do not think
"tho select committee know even to-day who
is the officer in charge of the ndminiatration
of that institution. Dr. Bentley says he is
in charge of the administration, under Dr.
Anderson. Dr. Anderson says he is in charge
of the admiuistration. We do not know who
ja the manager of the place. The visiting
committes say they recommended the ap-
pointment of a superintendent 30 that the
doctor might give more time to the patienta;
but as soon as the superintendent was ap-
pointed he took over the administration,

[Mr. Foley took the Chair.]

Mr. Angelo: There are two bosses there.

Hop. W. C. ANGWIN: The select com-
mittee endeavoured to do justice to all at
the institution. The Minister referred to the
number of doctora there. He pointed out
that in many of the institutions in the East-
ern States they have only the same number
of doctors as we have here. In a statement
in the Press the other day the late Minister
alse said that we had not sufficient doctors.
But, if hon. members peruse the evidencs
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they will find that the doctors themaselves say
that the time they give to the patients is
quite sufficient. Apparently from one and a
half hours to two hours daily is all the time
the doctors give to the patients. If it takes
only that time to attend to the putients then
¢learly there zre suflicient ‘doctors at the in-
stitution. As far as we could gather, Dr.
Anderson does not examine the paticnts at
all. He leaves that to the other doctor. From
the doctor’s own evidence there is no neces-
sity to increase the number of doetors. The-
doctors there spend most of their time in
routine work. Another point: the member
for I'remantle (Mr. Jones) has asked certain
questions in the House in regard to a peti-
tion which js going round the imstitution, It
seems to me the doctor at the institutiom, if!
aware of this petition, should have immedi--
ately stopped it, if he desired to be fair to
the select committee and to hon. membera.
The petition reads as follows:—

We the undersigned members of the
staff of the Claremont Hospital for the
Insane take this opportunity of respect-
fully protesting in the strongest manner
againat the unfair and the unjust eriti-
eism which has been levelled against tho
present Inspector General and his manage-
ment of the institution., A large number
of false statements have been made and a
general exaggeration of facts is apparent
in the report in the ‘‘West Australian,’’
There is wo chaos except in the imagina-
tions of some ill-informed people who
know nething of the institution or its
workings. Dr. Anderson has never been
autocratic in his dealings with the staff,
and the patients have always been treated
in a most sympathetic and fair manner. It
is not in acecordance with fact to state that
the diet varies between bread and butter
and bread and jam, There are always
other things such as meat, vegetables, soup,
puddings, porridge and milk, which they
regularly get. A misleading statement of
this kind is obviously unfair both to Dr.
Anderson and the staff, and must have a
disturbing influence on the general publie,
who are not cognisant of the conditions
of the institution, and who would come to
the erroneocus eonclusion that the patients
are starved, whereas in reality they are
well fed. The select committee have ap-
parently accepted the statement of a few
junior attendants. We understand that the
Inspector General was refused the right
of calling rebutting evidence. If this had
been allowed we feel sure that the commit-
tee would not have arrived at the hasty
decision as shown in the report. We feel
sure it would be impossible to manage
such an ingtitution as this with o board of
amateurs, What knowledge could snch a
board possess regarding the mental con-
dition of patients, which takes years of

" experience to learnf The board eould only
refer to the medical officers, therefore
making wDnnecessary duplication, In re-
gard to the minute working of the inatitu-
fion, an amateur board could only learn
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this from the medical officera and would
be guided by the lajters’ advice. Regard-
ing the staff, we are quite satisfled with
the present Inspector General both in his
management of the institution and his
dealings with the staff, and consider that
the in¢eption of a board would be a eal-
amity to the institution. '
The ‘‘amatenrs’’ we recommended were two
doctors, a solicitor, and two laymen. This
petition is signed.
Mr. Jones: Read the names, and I shall
tell you who they are.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The first name is
that of the chief attendant. This petition
was permitted to be circulated amongst the
staff of the institution, Is that fair to the seleet
committee? We were appointed by the House
te make an investigation and it was done
fairly, honestly, and justly to all concerned.
Is it fair that the officer in charge of the
hospital should allow 2 petition of that kind
to be sent around? I do not know who
drafted it.

Hon. P. Collier: It is easy to see whose
hand was in it.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: In the *‘Daily
News’! of the 24th November there appeared
a letter. I do not know who wrote it, but it
is signed ‘‘Fair Play.’’

Mr. Jones: 1t contained the same srgu-
ments.

[

Hen, W, C. ANGWIN: If I tried to guess
the writer, I think I eould get very near the
mark. The letter contained some of the
statements which appear in the petition, and
agked no fewer than 35 questions in regard
to these matters. One of the questions read—

Ts it a fact that Mr. Jomes, M.L.A,,
told Dr. Anderson that the whole force of
arganised labour was ont to down him?%

That is the first I heard of it.
Mr, Jones: And the first I heard of it.

Hen. W. C. ANGWIN: Is it fair that,
when a sclact committee were appointed to
investigate the conduct of the institution, the
officiala managing it should permit a peti-
tion to be sent around against the work of
the committee?

Hon. P. Collier: It was sent to the Minis-
tor.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: If I were Minister
and an officer approached me with a petition

of that kindl, I should suspend him straight
away.

Mr. Money: Is the petition addressed to
anyone? :

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: It was presented to
the Minister.

Hon. T. Walker: This rubber-stamp Min-
ister received it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yesterday the mem-
ber for Fremantle asked the Minister, among
other things, the following question—

Is he aware that a petition is being eir-
eatated at the Claremont Hospital for the
Tnsane, during hours of duty, fer signature
by the attendants, expressing confidence in
the Tnspector Generalf
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The Colonial Secretary replied—
A petition expressing confidence in the

Inspector General has been received.
Some people would think the committee went
out of their way to down the Inspector Gen-
cral, I assure members that no person would
have been more pleased than I if it had been
proved that the institution was getting along
without any trouble. There were no com-
plaints regarding the women’s wards, either
23 to food or anything clse. Everyone was
satigfied and the only matters mentioned
were small details in connection with umi-
forms, ete.

Mr, Money: Were the women's wards
equally erowded?

Hon, W. €, ANGWIN: Yes, Regarding
tic diet of the patients, the select committee
said the patients received bread and butter
and bread and jam for breakfast and tea
365 days in the year, and porridge for break-
fast about three times a week. That is the
tood they receive for thoss meals. We know
they have a change at diuner time, when they
get meat and puddings.

Hon, P, Collier: It was never stated to
be otherwise.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: No. Personally |
have nothing whatever against Dr. Anderson.
I have had no oceasion to treat him unfairly,
and every member of the committee en-
deavoured to render him justice so far as
justice counld be rendered to him., W are
satisfied that a change should he made in
the administration of the institution. We are
satisfied that those in charge of the insti-
tution containing 1,100 people—a township
in itself—should be in constant touch with
the institution, and as it is necessary to build
a4 new institution we are satisfied it would
be far better under the control of a board.
The Minister cannot possibly keep in touch
with the institntion; I do not ecare who he
might be, it is impossible for any Minister
to control such an institution. The whole
question is whether we are going to have one-
man management or a board, as the select
committce suggest. We suggest a board
somewhat on the lines of the English sys-
tem. The commissiorers in England are
mostly inspectors, and we do not expect =
board whose chairman would receive £1,800-
a year. In England the hoards of control
are appointed by the county -or borough
councils, The board of commissioners con-.
sists of 11 professional men and six laymen.
We think it necessary to have two doctors
on the hoard so that they can bring their
medieal knowledge to bear on any matiers
which they might be required to investigate,
They have a barrister and solicitor trained
specially in regard to these matters, and lay-
men represent the general public. Tt is ad-
visable to have a beard who c¢ome into con-
taet with the patients weekly or fortnightly,
not once in three months, and this is what
is going on here, If this system were adopted
at Claremont, a good deal of the ill-feeling
and disorganisation now prevailing there
would be removed. Dr. Montgomery told us
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that at the asylum in England with which he
wag connecied, a patient was never put under
restraint, He gaid if a patient were kept
under restroint for longer than 12 hours, it
was necessary to report te the board and
justify the action, That shows the effect
of a board, We were informed by persons
who haid experience of other institutions that
the medical superintendents went among the
ratients and mixed with them to find out how
they were getting on. Nothing of that is
done here.

Mr, Money: As to administration, would
it be like the old central board of health?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No; the adminis-
tration would be more on the lines of the
hospital mnder  the charge of the Min-
ister, who would Jook after the finaneial
side,

My, Money:
weekly.

Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: The board of con-
trol could mect as often as was desired. They
would have control of the institution and
would know what was going on, I did not
intend to oceupy so much time on this dis-
cussion, but I wished to call attention to
these matters, and 1 still think the report of
the seclect committee apeaks for itself.

Hon, T, WALKER (Kanowna} [9.10]:
T do not propose to take up much time, but
T wish to enter ‘my protest against the very
weak speech delivered by the Colonial See-
retary. 1 do not want to be personal, and
I have no feeling in the matter, but I must
say I have never heard a more apologetic
speech on behalf of men who are more or
less on their trial by this Committee and the
institution they are managing, which is un-
doubtedly on its trial, than has been given
by the Minister. He virtually justified what
he imagined he had been accused of being
—a rubber stamp to his department. I do
not« know that he has heen exactly aceused
of being a Minister in that position, but to-
night he has practically echoed the genti-
ments admittedly prepared for him hy the
officers, who had their chance to speak be-
fore the select committee, who had not there
and then the answers ready as they were
questioned by the committee, but who, after
perusing the evidence tendered to and the re-
port of the select committee, have since
furbished up a case, We have heard their
casa through the statement delivered to-night
by the Colonial Sceretary. I have a feeling
of pity for the poor people who are com-
pelled to be in the institution wnder its
present officers and under the present Min-
istar, What has the Minister told ws to-
night? THe has told ws that, on account of
the conditiona prevailing at the Claremont
asylum, a person sent down there to be
treated is hound to become worse. Those are
practically the words he nscd. TIf they were
mentally defective in a curable stage, they
would be ineurable after they had been
in the asylum for seme time. He said it was
better to kecp lunatics at large, to let them
loose and run their risk in the eommnunity,

The old central board met
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and for the community to run their risks
with the lunaties, than to keep them in the
institution as it is now being conducted.
They have no hope omce they get into that
institution, That is praectically the admis-
gion that is made by the Minister in charge.
Has anything more shocking been uttered in
a Parliament of Australia or anywhere else
in the world by o responsible Minister? 1f
that is the state of things ean he be satis-
fied. Can he take his meals or seck his bed
in comfort knowing that we are manufac-
turing lunaties by our method of treating
them at Claremont? This State is now being
punished for its political sins and its other
ging, If ever there was a political sin com-
mitted in this country it is in having at the
head of a department of this kind a Min-
ister of the calibre representing that depart-
ment. He evidently is abselutely eallous in
his heart as to the.treatment of these peo-
ple. He says, in a manner which carries with
it no cmotion, that he is manufacturing luna-
tics at Claremont,

Mr. Pickering: A new State industry!

Hon. T. WALKER: I daresay it is. What
a state of things it is. Do we wonder at the
contempt in which Parliamentary institu-
tions are held, when we have a confession
of that kind made from the Treasury
benches to night? What kind of Minister
is he who receives a petition, got up in the
instifution itself, it is asserted, and we can-
not deafen our ears to what is floating about
and is so freely rumoured

Hon, P, Collier: The facta are not de-
nied,

Hon, T. WALKER: I beheve it ia a fact.
He receives a petition drawn up by these
people by the doctors of that institution, the
heads of that institution. It is a petition
with whick to whitewash themselves. Tt is
a petition which might be forgotten if it
went mo further, but for the violation of
every principle protecting inquiries of thia
kind, It represents a breach of every
privilege this Houwse holds dear.  Whilst
the mattor i3 sub judice and whilst inquiries
are procgeding, and whilst this select com-
mittee is asked to ecome to a conclusion on
the evidence furnished, its judgment is to be
perverted, its opinions are to be biased by
o surreptitions petition drawn up under false
pretences and in secreey and received by an
irresponsible Minister of the Crown, reflect-
ing on every member of this cotnmittes and
reflecting espeecially upon every member of
the seleot committee which was entrusted by
the House to take evidence. Can we then
say that we have a man fitted to hold that
Ministerial chair? Twenty years ago in any
Parliament of Australia a Minister who lent
his protection—and I was going to say his
eneonragement—to such a course, would have
been arraigned on the floor of the Houss,
and a vote of censure would have been passed
on hiz Covernment, and the Government of
which he was a member would have heen
compelled to retire from office. That is what
would have happened 20 years ago in any
Parliament of Augtralia. But now there is
ne emotion whatever about it, It falls flat.
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These things can go on. No wonder we have
an increase in lunacy when affairs of State
are so madly condueted as we see them in the
ease under review, Is the Minister dead to
every sense of responsibility that he can aid
and abet these plotters behind the back of
Parliament, againgt some of the most pains-
taking and honourable men who ever under-
took unwellishly and entirely unbiased to
prosecute this inquiry? I -wonder that his
celleagues tolerate it. They permit Dr. An-
dargon and Dr. Bentley and the chief of their
staffs to stal in the back those who have
performed a public duty, and have submitted
the resuit of their inquiries to this impartial
Committee for judgment. Are the Minister’s
eolleagucs dead to what is being done? Has
every sens¢ of public honour perished in this
community ? Are we playing at Parliament?
Have we forgotten entirely that we are the
aervants of the people? Above all, have we
forgotten that underlying this matter we are
dealing with one of the secret springs of
social health in our community$ What ean
demand more compassion from man than the
failure of the mind, the disease, so to speak,
of the soui? Those so bereft and so aflicted
as they are with mental disorder at Clare-
mont are our especial charges. They are
treated as if they were so many discased
curs, cast Lrom our side, rounded up and im-
pounded, and forever forgotten. That is ap-
parently the way we are treating tham,
There is no seisibility touched by conduct
of that kind, It ean 'go on and the world
need not motice it. Let it be put out of
gsight like a sewer. Let it be something we
must cover up and put away so that we
might never be conscious of its existence,
To whet stage of callousness have we grown
in the community that the Minister will per-
petrate these things in open daylight, and his
colleagues can sit unmoved, apparently pro-
tecting and shielding him—at all events,
keeping him where he is whilst this is going
on. The revelations of this ecommittee would
at one time have startled the whole world.
I am thankful to say we have had some no-
tice taken of it in a section of the Press
where T scarecly expected it. The leading
article in the ‘‘West Australian’’ was a
credit to that paper. It was a surprising
departure from its usual course. It touched
the raw spot, and c¢learly demonstrated that
the institution had been vilely mismanaged.
It rightly drew the people’s attention to the
fact that a man can be dead and buried fcr
years in that institution, and yet on the
bhooks hc can be kept alive,

The Premier: Do you blame the Minister
for that?

Hon. T. WALKER: No, but when he
knows that this exists and that it is possible,
and that- similar things are going on from
day to day, and can put up to night an
apology such as he has done, and try and
paint this lunatic asylum as a paradise af
perfection for management, then I do blame
the Minister.

The Premier: That happened in 1913,

Hon. T. WALKER: T do not eare when
it happened. Tt is possible that these things
can be, We do not need to go back to 1913
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bceause we can see what is oecurring mow in
1919, To all these things the Minister is
dead and I do blame him; and for all that
he paints this as the most perfeet institution
possible, He trics to compare it with insti-
tutions in other States and makes it appear
that ours comes out on top. That is the bur-
den of his theme to-night, That is what he
has been trying to do.

The Premier: Oh nol

Hon. T. WALKER : The Premicr was
aslecp when the Minister was speaking.

The Premicr: 1 was not as much asl!:cp
as you think.

Hon. T. WALKER: The Premier was very
niuch asleep or he would have heard what the
Minister said. That was the apology the Min-
jster gave to-night—that it was a good insti-
tution, that all that has been said against it
is wrong, and that if we only looked at a
few figures, which were altogether mislead-
ing and had nothing to do with the inatitu-
tion, we would see that this asylum was just
what it ought to be under all existing ecic-
cumstances. It is for that I blame the Min-
ister, There is no spirit in him to look ut
the foundation. There is no spirit in him to
make an independent inguiry of his own
volition.  He frankly tells us that he must
bz guided by what the heads of the institu-
tion tell him. He admitted it and started
off with it. He mnat be guided by these
officers, He tried to make it appear that this
was n plausible argument.

The Premier: He did not say that,

Hon. T. WALKER:- I say he did suy so.
In order to make it a plausible argument he-
asks if an hon, member expects him ty take
a flying machine all round Broome the first
thing in the morning,

The Premier: He gaid Wyndham,

Hon., T. WALKER: Very well, to Wynd-
ham. Does the hon. member expect him to
go here, there, and everywhere and inspect
things for himself? What was this argu-
ment used for but for him to say ‘‘I am
compelled by the nature of things to be
guided by my officers.”’ That was the
object. That is why he tells us these things
and why he went te such absurdities. He
shows us what a fledgling he is.

The Premicr; He cannot be in touch with
all the patients at once.

Hon. T. WALEKER: The Premier
apologies for his underling’s mishaps and
mis-jndgments. The Premier is trying to-
apologisc for his Minister.

The Premier: No fear! T am not,

Hon. T. WALKER: He is sheltering the-
wrong doer, and attempting to proteet him
from the criticism he deserves,

The Premier: You ought to be fair.

Hon. T. WALKER: T am as fair as
justice will permit me to be. I am fair to
the uttermost to those poor wretehes who
are kept there year in and year out, sent
in partially mad, but made wholly mad by
their treatment in that institution. Fairt
‘Whilst hundreds of men are wasting their
lives buried in that living grave! TFair¥
With a Minister who can sleep snugly in
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his bed whilst that is going on, and koow-
ing it is going on, and apologising for those
very people that keep that state of things
in perpetuity! Fair? It is on the
Treasury . Benches that the unfairness eox-
iets, whilst that thing can persist in a
wivilised community. I am fair. I am
saying that the Ministor himself admits, as
stated, that he must be guided by his
wofficers and only guided by themn. What is
the good of having a Minister, then¥ What
is ghe Minister for? A Minister surely is
a man who makes his own inquiry, who can
scent out a misfit among his officers, who
can deteet the misapplication of effort to
the purpose intended, who can ascertain the
imperfeetion of the machinery over which
he presides, who knows something of the
workings of human nature, of the weunk-
nesses that may mislead and misguide and
misdirect. What is the Minister for if it
is not to prevent these very eorruptions,
‘these very wrongs that are eating intoe tho
heart of our society like a cancer? What
is he for if he is not for that? Is he there
merely to record the statements of Ir.
Anderson ¥ Merely to be Dr, Anderson’s
parrot gramaphone in this Chamber ¢
Merely to transeribe to us the frenzies of
apology on the part of those who have been
wrong-doers under his aegis? Merely to
act thus is to make responsible government
ra travesty. It is to degrade the iastitutions
to that level when the scorn and contempt
«of the public. are amply earned. There is
no responsibility in a Minister who is
‘merely the recording machine of those whn
are running these concerns. The Miniater
is there to be a part of the 1ifa of the
machine. He shonld be a real directing
agency. He is the man who, asecrtaining
by any source of information the defects,
should be able at once to correct them by
‘having the moral courage to remove, if
necegsary, the offending officer without 2
seruple and even without a moment’s delay.
But that i3 not dome. The Minister is ne
more than a mere figure head, filling a post
-and pretending that the office is discharged,
misleading the public, allowing the discase
—for such I cannot but ecall it—to sink
deeper and deeper into the community, The
State is disgraeed by the multitnde of its
mentally aberrant subjects, disgraced by
the apparent lack of humanity, I hope to
‘gooduness that some moral courage will he
found somewhers in the Cabinet, and that
this sort of thing will be stopped. If men
had the pluek now that they had in my
younger days, if we had such moral courage
in the general community as I knew of in
my early life, 2 Minister who could put up
-a defence like that which we heard to-night
would not be in officc for another week.
Fortunately the Minister has gone; but I
would like the Premier to say to-night that
the present management of the Hospital for
the Insane is not only absolutely unsatis-
factory but disgraceful, and—worse than

-disgraceful—dangerous.
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The Premier: The Minister told you he

‘was going to give the report full considera-

tion,

Hon, T. WALKER: We know the kind
of consideration that means, I{ is an abso-
lntely empty phrase,

The Premier: No, it is not.

Hon. T. WALKER: Let us know that
the form of management is to be changed.
The Minister knows that it ought to be.
Why should the institution he handed over
to one dector or two doctorst It is the
preacrve of the doctors mow. Until this
select committee had inquired, we could not
touch them, If a ery came from that in-
stitution, if a complaint reached the publie,
it was stifled. When inquiry was proposed
kere, the demand was stifled; and the same
thing oceurred in another place. When
the select committee was first asked for,
bow was that demand opposed $ ‘¢ For
goodness sake do not bave an inquiry! *!
That ig the sort of thing that went on.
There was no inquiry for ever so long. But
at last an inquiry does come, and the
revelations are startling. And the Chair-
man tells us that the select committee’s re-
port puts’ things mildly. No person read-
ing the report in conjunction with the evi-
dence but must recognise how softly the
hand has covered the offender with re-
proach. Even in the seleet committee’s
report there is a screening, and not an ex-
posing, of the wrongs. If I may say so, the
report is milk-and-watery. It is & niid re-
port, quite in accordance with the kindly
nature of the chairman and the other man-
bers of the ecommittee.

Hon, P. Collier: And yet the committes
have been charged with bias.

Hon. T, WALKER: No person reading the
report and evidence but must recognise that
the evidence goes far beyond the mild, rentle
suggestions of change and pointing out of
wrongs.

The Premier: That is just what the com-
mittee were to suggest.

Hon, T. WALKER: I know that; and
they did suggest changes. But the cvidence
ig a revelation far beyond the report. Tf the
report had been written hy those whose blood
was boiling at the revelations made, there
would have been strictures and condwmnna-
tions and blame in almost every paragraph,
But all that is eliminated. Nobody is blamad,

The Premier: If you want to work re-
forms, that is the way to treat the subjeet,

Hon. T- WALKER: There it is! Polizy!
In ovder to work reforms, be kind, Never

expose the wrong-doer. Sereen him, shelter
him, atroke him down. What a different
gpirit was exhibited by those who were in
authority at that institution! Nebody is ro
be hurt, But Dr. Anderson and the rest,
without coming forward themselves in their
own names, get their underlings to write pe-
titions to the Minister and letters to the
Press, inferentially abusing and slanderirg
the members of tha select committee, and

-
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trying to poison the public mind against the
committee.

The Premier: Surely you do not accusc
Dr. Anderson of having done that?

Hon. T. WALEER: If I am rightly in-
formed, Andérson and Bentley had their
fingers in the pie as regards the getting up
of that petition,

The Premier: Oh, nol

Hon. P. Collier: Tt bears their stamp in
every line.

Hon, T, WALKER: ¥Ycs, Let the Premier
make no mistake about that. The Colenial
Sceretary should know that if he can get
petitions like that while the matter is sub
Judice in this House, all is not well at Clare-
mont. Now is the time for us to know what
changes there are to be. The Premier in his
calmer moments woull mnot for a monent
think of handing over the full management
of the institution to these doetors, letting
them be in untrammelled, uninspected control
from year’s end to year’s end, while having
charge of the most delicate infirmity that
can fall upon humanity—disease of the mind.
The reforms in England that turned lunsey
into a curable diseasc from a possession by
demona were not brought about by methods
of the kind that we see adopted in this
Chamber.  They were breught about by
strong, stern resistanee to those who then
followed the same methods as arc in vogue at
Claremont now. The light of day was let
in on those mcthods in England, and thus
the poor, pitiable creatures in the asylums
were brought under the public compassion,
and it became impossible to send men and
wamen to those institutions to be lost sight
of for sver and to be shut out from all hope.
It cannot be so any lenger in England. Oune
part of the publicity and one part of the
security and one part of the protection of
these untortunate persons in England is the
govermment by commissioners, by boards in
every county. In England they will not
tolernte the heads of these institutions being
unwatched, . uninspected, ungoverned. In
England the public is in touch with the
asylums, and watches them, That was the
change which our own Lunacy Aect was in-
tended to bring about. But we are drifting
back to the days before reforms were effected.
We shall beecome the abhorred of every eivil-
ised nation of the earth, We ought te have
a statement at once that a change shall ba
made, that there shall no longer be a king-
ghip, so to speak, of the lunatic asylum, but
a reduction to order and responsible govern-
ment, Let us have management of the insti-
tution by a board in touch with the publie,
backed by a Minister capable of performing
his duties, & Minister who will see that the
public are protected, and not the delinquents.

Hon. P. COLLTER (Boulder) [%.43] I do
nat know that there is much use in discuss-
ing the matter any further. The close of
the session is near, and I suppose that is why
we have only nine members present out of 50.
The others have become weary, | presume.
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But I think it would be a good thing if we
were nearing not only the end of the session,
but the end of our inglorious existenes as
a Parliament, The Minister has disappeared;
but 1 want to say that I endorse every word
that has been uttered by the member for
Kanowna regarding the attitude of the
Colonial Secrstary as alfecting the adminis-
tration of this department. We listened to-
night . for a eonsiderable space to the Alimis-
ter, who had had ample time to peruse the
report and the proceedings of this select
committee, and to prepare a statement to be
made here of the course of action he intends
to pursue regarding the institution at Clare-
mont. But a more miserable, pitiful exhi-
bition than the Minister made of himself
to-night T have never seen during the years T
have been in this Parliament, Was there in
the Minister’s speech any indication that he
intended to take a firm hold of the inatitu-
tion? Was there in that speech the slightest
indieation of a desiro to effect reform?
He recited like a sechoolboy, a pitiful apelogy
for everything that has heen condemned hy
the seleet committee. The poiuts raised were
enumerated onc by one, and while he could
not, or dare not, disagree with the recoin-
mendations and findings of the eommittee, he
did go so far as to apologise for the in-
capable and inefficient wanagement of the
institution. T did not expect that the Minis-
ter would come down with a determined, de-
cided poliey regarding the findings of the
committe; that is a matter for Cabinet de-
cision, and I am fair enough to say that
Cabinet has not had time to deal with the
whole of these matters, Instead of express-
ing surprise, dissatisfaction, and ablorrence
at some of the things revealed by the select
vommittee’s report, as a Minister with any
regard for his ‘responsibilities and: duty
would do, we heard him like a gramaphone,
pouring out in a miserable, weakly fashion
everything pumped inte him by the Inspeetor
General of the Tnsane. ‘What hope ig there
for reform tfrom a Minister like this? He
thight malce an efficient official or Minister in
the Lands Department, or some other depart-
ment, looking after the welfare of stock, hut
to have him in charge of our institutions,
asylums, and gaols, which touch our social
life and have to do with human life and suf-
fering, is to lave one in control of admin-
istration who is inecapable and unfitted for
the position. Tt is not too hard a thing to
say that the Minister has shown a ecallons.
aud ecold-blooded attitude on this matter,
whieh indicates to the House and the people
geunerally that he iz not fit to administer
these or similar institutions, He resisted an
inquiry into the management of the institn-
tion as long as it was possible for him to
do so. We did not expect him to know all
the details of the administration of the insti-
tution, His childlike defence, when I charged

kim  with respensibility of administering
the affairs of this  instituton, was
the  schoolboy  expresson  about ex-
pecting him to fly in an aeroplane to
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Moola Bulla to inquire into the maunzgement
of the station. What puerile nonsense for a
Minister to talk! No one expeets him to
know the details regarding the institution,
but we expeet him to have some indepen-
dence of thought and judgment for himsclf,
and not4a mere rubber stamp and grama-
phone for the officials placed under him. Not
only did he attempt to prevent the inguiry
being made, in order ihat members_might
have an oppertunity of knowing how the ad-
ministration of the institntion was conduncted,
but when he secured the umanimous report
of the releet committee, which was condueted
in an impartial manner, the language of
which was moderate in the extreme, instead
of showing some strength of character and
determination to alter things, he gave 13 a
list of the items dealt with and made excuses.
He ‘“hopes’’ that the appliances will be im-
proved, not that he has given instructions.
He 'ftrusts’’ that the Tnspector General will
seek to remedy the defects in the alarums,
When one hears such expressions oue won-
ders what else can be expected from him.
The Premier had interjected, when referenco
was made to the petition, that attendants
were free to take that action. Attendants
should not be free to approach a Minister hy
way of petition couched in language which
refleets upen the work of the select commit-
tee. Tf it wore couched in respectful lan-
guage, il inight be different, but when it is
framed in such & way as to say in effect
that the committce were working in an in-
capable and inefficient manner, and that the
comniitee had based their findings on the
cvidence of a few junior attendants, and
went on to refleet not only upon the com-
mittee but upon the House, while the matter
wag sub jndice, T say the Minister had no
right to receive it. T wonder if the Inspec-
tor General would have extended the same
freedom to those desirous to forward a peti-
tioi to the Minister requesting his removal,

The Premier: He could not prevent that.

Hon, P, COLLIER: We know how he
fired attendants out at the institution for not
half the offence as would be involved in tha
sending of this petition.

The Colonial Secretary: How do
know he had anything to do with it?

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am not a fool. Tt
Lears his mark all through the wording.

The Colonial SBecretary: How can yon
prove that®

Hon, P. COLLTER: The werding is suffie-
ient. The whole thing is, from beginning to
end, his work, and it is signed by sycophants,
-one of the first of whom is 2 man who jumped
on a person and was responsible for his
death in an institution, That is the man
who is protected and retained in the asylum,
This shows clearly what can be permitted in
gueh an institution, where a man can remain
three days without examination, to be al-
lowed to die ultimately like a dog. What
hoppened then, goes on now. The Inspector
‘General has been at work very actively since
this report of the select committee was pre-

yon
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gented, in order that the findings should be
set aside. It would be a calamity, say these
“"know-alls’’ who signed the petition, if the
institution were placed under the tonirol
and management of a board. They know
meore than this impartial committee who had
the evidence before them and examined so
many witnesses. S0 the whole miserable
taing goes on. It ig quite clear to my mind
that the Minister has no intention of making
any alteration. His object is to get through
this House and hop into recess, and let the
same condition of affairs go on.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hon. P. COLLTER: When the meotion was
Lrought forward for the inquiry into this in-
stitution, members had been approached with
speeial pleading against the inquiry. We
know how the Inspector General himself has
lobbied members in this House, trying to
avoid the investigation of affairs at his in-
stitntion, He knew that an inquiry would
reveal things which would not reflect credit-
ably upon his control of the inatitu-
tion. Now, if he ean secure the
overthrow  of the recommendations of
the select committee, =0 that he can
continue, ali will be well. One only needs to
rend ths evidence of Dr. Bentley and Dr.
Anderson and then ask who ig in control of
the institution. Because the management is
gaid to be in 2 state of chaos, these ‘‘know-
alls,”’ eharge attendants mestly, set them-
selves up to petition the Minister urging
the case of the Inspector General. Chaos is
no name for it. I have no feeling im the
matter regarding Dre. Anderson. I have never
met Dr, Anderson except on cne or two oc¢-
casions and have no feelings agninst him per-
sonally or politically. But when I know that
these things have been going on in the insti-
totion where these unfortunates are com-
mitted to the care of the people, I would be
criminally negligent of my duty if I did not
voice my opposition. I do not care whether it
horts the feelings of Dr. Anderson or any-
one clse. I am not going to be a party to
people being herded together as these pat-
ients at Claremont are. What has the Min-
ister to say about that passage in the report
which shows that unfortunate patients are
kept in  strait-jackets from 4,30 in  the
afternon till 11 o’clock the following morn-
ing? The comwittee say there are not suffi-
cient attendants, If there were more, then
the patients would be released from this re-
straint, The Minister has nothing at all to
say abount that. He merely makes a miser-
able apology, se far as he dares, merely ex-
pressing the view of Dr. Anderson. Could
anything be more humiliating than hearing a
Minister recite figures which mean nothing
at all, in explanation of“the fall in the per-
centage of recoveries. A more absurd con-
tention I never heard in my life. It shows
how weak the Minister is in the hands of the
Inspector General, because he comes here to
miclead this House with fignrea that have
no bearing on the question, and which the
Inspector General wasg toe shrewd to advance
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himself when he wus lefore tha committee.
When asked gto explain the fall in percent-
ages, the lnspector Genersl explained that he
did not kmow, except that they did not re-
cover. When he thought the matter over, he
primed the Minister up with a set of ﬁgures,
and by quoting them to ung, he attempted to
mislend this House and the country as well.
The figures have no bearing on the recoveries
whatever, The fact that the Minister swal-
lowed therm, aud repeated them here, shows
how he is under the domination of the In-
spector General. It is no unse disenssing the
matter further; the majority of members
do not eare. They want to get in recess
and get away from here.

Mr. Jones: And leave the patients in the
bell they are in.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They are not con-
cerned. If a division i3 taken on this quea-
tion they will troop in and vote blindly, re-
gardless of what is to take place in that in-
stitution. T do not feel disposed to allow the
seasion to close, leaving those unfortunate
at the asylum in their pregent position, un-
less we get a definite indication that an m-
provement i3 to be made. If the Ministry
were likely to endeavour to cffect some re-
forma one might be satisfied to allew things
to go; but when we have only a lame duck
kind of cxplanation, nothing more than a
miserable defence of the present mannge-
ment, it is quite clear that we are not going
to get any improvement if it is left in the
hands of the Minister, That being so, the
Committec is not justified in allowing the
Estimates to go through.

The Colonial Secretary: You will find
there will be an improvement.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Why did not the Min-
ister say so before?

The Colonial Seeretary: I told you dis-
tinetly that I intend to go into it thoroughly.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T should have more
faith in the Minister’s expressed determina-
tion to go inte the question if he had not
spent g0 mueh time in a ‘miserable apology
for the present condition of affairs. Too
often do Ministers secem to think that they
must be loyal to subordinate officers, that it
is their duty to accept the say-so of officers
in responsible positions. Ministers say they
must rely upon those officers. Of course they
must rely on them for the general manage-
ment of an institution; but Ministers ahould
themselves exercize some judgment and ini-
tiative, should not be content to be rubber
stamps for thé permunent heads It is a bad
thing for all when Ministers are deminated
by their departmental officers.

The Colonial Secretary: I desire to see an

improvement. There is not anybody in the
Chamber who does not desire a considerable
improvement,

Hon, P, COLLIER: The Minister has

uwot expressed any very keen desire to im-
prove things, He certainly said he hoped
the JYuspector Generb! would improve the
fire appliances.

The Colonial Secretary:
attended to.

They are easily
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Hon. P. COLLIER: That is true, but
they are highly important, although easily
attended to. 1t shows what the manapgement
has been, when even the fire appliances have
heen neglected! The faet that things have
been allowed to drift as they have is clear
proof that no effective reform can be
secured under the present control, that noth-
ing less than a complete change in manage-
ment will be any good. When Dr. Bentley
was appointed superintendent, we were told
that more time would be devoted by the
doctors to the inmates; yet only one and a
half hours daily is devated to the inmates
now, notwithstanding that we have ' two
highly paid medical officers, and that Dr.
Bentley’s salary has been increased from
£400 to £750. Those two highly paid officers
put in practically all their time in routine
administration, and both admit that they
overlap each other in this. I am going to
divide the Committee in an attempt to re-
duce the amount; not that I want the
amount reduced, for the money is required
by the ingtitution; but in order to secure an
expression of opinion from the Committee
that as the result of the findings of the select
committee a complete change in administra-
tion ought to be made.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitehell—Nor-
tham} [10.5]: It is the intention of the
Minister and of the Government alike to go
thoroughly into this question as soon as the
House i3 in recess. Something bas o be
done, and we intend that it shall be done.
But I doubt whether the Committee wants
to know to-night what can be done. The
leader of the Opposition has heen fair
enough to say that we have not had time to
determine that. I am satisfied that some of
the reecommendations of the select committee
will be given effeet to.

Hon. P. Collier: But the Colonial See-
retary devoted the whole of his speech to
apologising for the existing conditions¥

The PREMIER: I have heard the hon.
member himself defending the administration
of the departments. It is not fair to attach
to the Minister all the blame for the past
mismanagement. The Minister has heen but
a few months in office. Have matters gone
from bad to worse during those few months?
Of course not. The Minister is gnite able
to manage the affairs of his office, and he
has managed them well; but can he be ox-
pected to personally visit the asylum® We
have a visiting committee to do that, and
the Minister must be entitled to take reports
from that committee. To attack the Min-
ister personally is, T think, unfair. The Gov-
ernment and every member thereof must be
held responsible for what happens in the de-
partments,. No man could have done more
than the Minister has done during the few
months he has been in office. I know that
the man who signed this report of the select
committee is an absoiutc]y fair man,
know that every word in this report is true,
for I know the fairness of the chairman of
that committee. When he presents a report
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to the House, every member has a proper
regard for it

Hon. W. C. Augwin: That wag the unani-
mous report of the commitiee.

The PREMIER: I know that. But it
should be recognised that the Miniater has
4 serious responsibility, and is not uncon-
cerned, He was just ag much distressed as
was the member for North-East Fremantle
(Mr. Angwin) when this report ecame out.
I bhope the Committee will not reduce the
vote, but will trust the Government to do
what i3 right. We shall not disregard the
recommendations of the select eommittee. T
hope the Committee will agree with e that
the Minister has done his duty in conncction
with the control of thiz hospital. To blame
him for what has happened would be ridi-
culons, Something has been said about the
medical reports on the Chinaman who had
been dead for gix years, But the hon. mem-
her himself was in office for more than half
the term referred to. Yet an attempt is
made to place the respousibility on the pre-
sent Minister, who has been in office only
three wonths.

Hon., W, C. Angwin: We do not blame
him; the thing was done befors heo came
into office.

Hon. P, Collier: We are blaming him, not
for the past, but for making, as he did to-
day, an apology for the existing conditions.

The PREMIER: The position is a very
diflienlt one. I ask the Commitice to leave
it to the Government to do what is right.
We rcalise our responasibility, The member
for Fremantle (Mr., Jones) knows well that
what 13 necessary will be done,

Mr. Jones: But L want something more
definite than that. .

The PREMIER: You cannot get any-
thing more definite to-night.

Mr. Jones: You might say whether you
are prepared to reinstate those returned sol-
dicrs.

The PREMTER: We are prepared to go
into the whole question.

Mr. Jones: And sack the office hoy as a
reform!

The PREMIER: We are not in the habit
of playing the part of cowards. We will
do what is right.

Mr. Jounes: I like that much better.

The PREMIER: We will do what is right.
I hope the Committee will not reduce the
vote. I am not going to discuss the subject
further, [ have said all that can be said to-
night. I am not going to diseuss all the
happenings at Claremont. Tt is bad enongh
that those things should be,

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10.10]: The
Committee owes a debt of gratitude to the
seleet committee. I think they are to be
eommended for the temperate tone of their
report. I am more especially pleased with
the member for Fremantle (Mr. Jones). T
have not, been very much in sympathy with
that hon. member, hut I think his course of
aetion in regard to the asylum has been war-
ranted by the facts.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: Why cannot you wait until
we have time to consider it? %

Mr. PICKERING: I have a perfect right
to discnss the question before the Committee,
and I intend to cxercise that right.

The Premier. I am not referring to the
hon, member.

Mr. PICKERING: I beg your pardon, It
is evident from the report that there are ecer-
tain things requiring plenty of attcntion, the
most important being the lack of accommo-
dation. Tt is a disgrace to the Government,
if they do not take immediate steps to re-
form that eondition,

The Premier: Do you mean the Govern-
ment of six years ago, or the Government of
six weeks ago. .

Mr., PICKERING: It does not matter. If
the present condition has existed for six
years, it should be remedied at once. It has
been stated that the asylom is praetically
rendering the inmates incapable of recovery.
That is an appalling thing to be said, yet
apparently it is a fact, and the sooner the
ecountry awakens to the gravity of the posi-
tion the better for the ecountry. We have
heard a very capable address by the member
for Kanownas (Mr. Walker) to-night, which
I venture to say was fully warranted. It is
of wvital importance that immediate steps
should be taken to remedy the position. Then
there is the condition of the fire appliances.
Can anyone conceive a more appalling posi-
tion than that which might arise at the asy-
lum at any time through the neglect of any
ohservances for the safety of the patients$
The econdition of the fire appliances, as
shown in the report, is appalling. Yet it
means only a trivial expenditure to put them
right. We are not told that that is to be
immediately reetificd, or at all cvents the
assurance of the Minister has not been defi-
nite enough. The report is very clear npon
the unsatisfactory condition of the system
of alarms in the institution. That also
should be immedintely remedied. Regard-
ing the use of croton oil at the insti-
tution, there is obviously a big diserepancy
between the quantity issued from the store
and the guantity which the doectors said had
actually been administered to patients, Of
course the balance may have been administ-
ered ar not. That cannot be proved, but
the recommendation of the select committee
that croton oil should be administered only
nnder direet instructions from the doctors,
is a good one, and it should be observed. I
do not think I need delay the Commitice on
this question.

Mr. Nairn: No.

Mr. PICKERING: If the hon. member is
so satisfied about that, it shows he has 2
rcalisation of the appalling conditions pre-
vailing at the asylum. I think it behoves
cvery member to express his views on this
matter. I feel very strongly on it, and I
hope the Minister will give effect to the
very reasonable recommendations given in a
most temperate way by a most impartial
select committee.
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Amendment put and a division taken with
the feollowing result:—

Ayes 12
Noes 19
Majority against .. 7
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Pickering
Mr. Chesgon Mr. Walker
Mr. Colller Mr, Willcock
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Wilzon
Mr. Jones Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Lambert (Peller.)
Mr. Lutey
NOES.

Mr. Angelo Mr. Mitehell
Mr. Broun Mr. Money
Mr. Brown Mr. Naoirn
Mr. Draper Mr. Plesse
Mr. Durack Mr. Pilkington
Mr. Qeorge Mr. Robinson
Mr, Qriffiths Mr, Scaddan
Mr. Harrison Mr. Willmoett
Mr. Hudsen Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Maley (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Vote put and passed.

Mr, Lutey: Mr, Chairman, I think you
might have allowed members to resume their
goats after the division before putting the
vote.

The CHAIRMAN: T waited till hon. mem-
bers had got to their seats,

Mr, Lutey: There was not one member
seated when you put the vote.

Postponed Vote—8tate Children, £73,001
—agreed to.

Business Undertakings:

Postponed Vote—State trading concerns,
£8,443:

The PREMIER {(Hor, J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [10.22]: Last night I promised to ob-
tain information regarding this vote. The
amount of £8443 is made wp of two items,
loss on trading meat distribution £224, and
shipment of ecattle from North-West, toss on
trading £5,219. T should like to explain for
the information of the member for North-
Fast Fremantle (Mr, Angwin) that the item
could not appear as trading concerns and be
written off against revenue.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: How could it be a loss
against trading concerns when £20,000 iz re-
ceived and £12000 expended?

The PREMIER: T have a statement re-
garding the shipment of North-West cattle
which the hon, member may see. In 1816-17,
there was a profit of £24187. In 1917-18,
therc was a loss of £39,909. On the comple-
tion of operations on the 28th February,
1919, the final loss was £15,7¢2, which in-
cludes departmental and other charges.

Hon. P. Collier: Does £3,443 represent the
loss for the last financial year?

The PREMIER: No, that was really on
the 1917-18 trading. A thousand of these
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cattle were sent to Yandanooka for fatten-
ing, and were not cleared off until Januvary,
1919, but they belonged to the 1917-18 ship-
ment.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: This is tho balance
of the loss on the old concern.

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: What was the total
loss on these shipments?

The PREMTER: It was £15,722.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Not by a Labour
Government either.

Hon, P. Collier: There is no item for this
year?

The PREMIER: No, the shipments ceased
in 1917-18, and this is to clear off the debit.

Vote put and passed.

This concluded the FEatimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions as passed in Committee of
Supply granting supplies amounting to
£€3,778,684 from Consglidated Revenue and
a further sum of £232 448 from the sale of
Government property Trust Account were
formally reported.

On motion by the PREMIER, report from
Committee of Supply adopted.

Committea of Ways and Means.
The House having resclved itself into Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, Mr, Foley in the
Chair,

The PREMIER (Hon,
tham) [10.27]: I move—

That towards making good the supply
granted to His Majesty, a sum not exceed-
ing £3,778,684 be granted out of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund of Western Aus-
tralia and a further sum not exceeding
£232,448 from the sale of Government pro-
perty Trust Aceount.

Question—put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report adopted.

J. Mitchell-Nor-

STATE TRADING CONCERNS.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Foley in the Chair.
Vote—State Ferries, £6,039; Hon, F. T,

Broun, Minister.

Mr. JONES: I should like an explana-
tion from the Minister regarding this vote.
This trading concern seems to have no
balance sheet or report, and we are told
nothing about it. It might be a ferry
aeross the Styx for all we know. We are
supposed to vote this sum of momey with-
out being given any particulars regarding
it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There s
an increase of £30 over last year’s expendi-
ture. The balance slieets have heen pre-
pared and have been laid on the Table of
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the House. Departmental charges amount
to £125,—in provious years this has been
£205—and interest on capital invested to
£574 2s. 84. The total eost of the ferries
wag £12,758," The sinking fund which has
been paid on the ferries reduces the
amount to £9,673 12s. 7d. The contribution
to the statutory sinking fund amounts to
£49 7s. 5d,, and the depreeiation written off
is £007 0s. 7d. The profit for the year ended
June 30th last was £1,005 25. 9d. The acecu-
mulated profits since the ferries commenced
operationgs in Mareh, 1918, amount to
£3,461 14s. 9d. Tor the year ended the
30th June, 1913, covering a period of 16
months, there was a profit of £1,250. In
1914 this fell to £1,150. In 1915 there was
a loss of £396 10s. 114, and in 1916 a loss
of £355 178, 3d. In 1917 there was a profit
of £37 0s. 0d., and in 1918 a profit of £680
195. 538. The total profit was, therefore,
£4,214. Intercst and sinking fund is pro-
vided for and the ferries, after allowing
for depreciation and sinking fund, cost
£0,573, The service so far as I know is
satisfactory. An application will shortly
be made for an cxtension of the service to
Queecn-street, but that has not yet heen
taken into consideration. I hope to go inte
the matter soon, and if it is possible to give
the increased service I will do so. The
f'Perth’’ ig not satisfactory becaunse she is
too costly to run between the Barrack-
street jetty and South Perth. She consumes
a large amount of coal and we are unable
to usc her outside the Swan River waters
because she is not built to go under the
bridge for pleasure purposca.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The traflic is not
sufficient for her.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No.
is used for pleasure purposes on the river,
but we cannot use her outside, which i3 un-
fortunate, It will be nceessary before Jong
to have another Doat. The ‘‘Duchess?®’
which is very useful iz getting old. She is
still very serviceable and will last a num-
ber of years. By the time she is out of
commission, the whole of the eapital value
of the ferries will be very much reduced.

Mr, Lutey: This ycar an amount for de-
preciation of £570 is shown and for last
year this was £542, Ts this based on the
usual 10 per cent. depreciation?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The de-
preciation is based on the capital value,
which is £12,000 odd. T cannot tell the per-
centage of sinking fund, but it is very low,
although quite sufficient.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—SBtate Hotels, £29,068,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I will Qivide the
Commitiee unless I get a promise on the
matter about which I am going to speak,
At present, when there is keen interest
being taken regarding profiteering, the
Government should not set a bad example.

The Colonial Secretary: They are not.

She
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Minister visited
the Dwellingup State hotel with me two or
three wecks ago.

The Colonial Becretary: In regard to
heer ¢
Mr. O’LOGHLEN : In regard to both

beer and whisky. At the State hotel one
has to pay 12s. 6d. a bottle for whisky,
whereas it is only 8s. in Perth. Beer at the
State hotel is sold at 1s. 3d. a bottle.

-The Minister for Mines: We guarantee
it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Swan beer is the
same wherever it is sold. Tt can be bought
at one of the mills for one shilling a bottle.
At the Marrinup mills Charlie Carter is.
seiling it there every day at one shilling a
bottle.

The Minister for Mines: At a storef

Mr. OLOCHLEN: He sends it from
Perth for 48s, a ease, freight paid.

The Minister for Mines: He has no hotel.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : No. He does not
pay o license fee, nor does the State.

The Colonial Seerctary: Ts he selling
without a license?

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: He has a gallon
license in Perth. I admit: that an hotel
wust employ u staff in order to provide for
the convenienee of the publie. I want the
Minister to explain the diserepancy be-
tween the shilling and the 1s. 3d. The
threepence, or portion of it, will have to
como off.

The Minister for Mines: Carter will have
to ‘come off. A gallon license in Perth does
not entitle him to sell beer there.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Any person with a
gallon liconse ean sell beer anywhere.

The Minister for Mines: We will have to
alter that.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It is the law to-day,
and as long as a citizen is carrying out the
law that iz sufficient. In every Government
department we are profiteering in the sale
of liguor. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A grocer has not the
same cxpenses as an hotel-keepoer.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: T grant that, and I
am preparved to allow the hotel-keeper a mar-
gin, but d, on cvery hottle of beer is too
tmuch, T am determined to debate this mat-
ter at congiderable length unless T get an
assurance from the Minister that there will
be a reduction. I do not like to appear as
an advocate of lignor selling, but beer is
necessary for some workers, a3 was recently
proved in England. A hottle of beer is a
negessity to many men after their day’s
work; it is part of their living expenses.

The Minister for Minea: We do not want
a bottle trade at the State hotels,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Tt iz nearly all a bottle
trade at the Dwellingup State hotel. I do
not want to move a reduction in this vote
until the Minister has had the opportunity
of making a statement., In its first vear the
Dwellingup hotel, showed a profit of over
£1,000, and it has made considerable profits
since. The State hotel should not be made
a drinking den, but neither should it over-
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charge, Licensed victuallers are carrying
their beer 262 miles from Perth and selling
it at 1s, 3d. per botte. This State hotel is
enly 70 miles from Perth, and beer is practi-
caliy the only liquor consumed there. I have
talked the matter over with the Colonial Seec-
retary, who points out that there are break-
ages, and this, that, and the other, But these
things also apply in the case of the private
trader. The ireight on four dozen bottles
of beer to Marrinup is now only 4s.

The Colonial Seeretary: Distance does not
affect freight much.

Mr. O°LOGHLEN: But 269 miles is con-
siderably farther than 70 miles. The Rail-
way Department will not earry the freight
the other 200 miles for nothing.

The Colonial SBeeretary: The freight is not
on a mileage basis.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN; The State hotel alone
is allowed to sell at Marrinup. A private
trader would sell beer at less than 1s. 3d.
per bottle there.

The Minister for Mines: But he would not
ollow anything for the returned cmpty
bottles.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: In Perth whisky
bo bought at 8s. or 9s. per bottle.

The Colonial Secretary : What is
quality ¥

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I do not know one
whisky from another, but we all know that
there are recognised brands of whisky. The

~same whisky as is supplied here in Parlia-

ment House can be purchased in Perth for
3s. or 4s. per bottle less than the whisky at
the Dwellingup State hotel. T understand
that building operations at Dwellingup are
being pushed on. I am glad of the assur-
ance T have received in that respect, because
the condition of affairs was dreadful. Per-
cenally T think the expenditure being in-
curred is somewhat too great, but it is not
my place to object to the opinion of the
Government experts on that point. I do,
however, object strongly to profiteering in
the liquor tradc by an establishment which
was not lesigned selely for the purpose of
trading in liquor. T await an explanation
from the Colonial Seeretary bhefore I move
a reduction of the vote.

can

the

[Mr, Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I have
alrendy explained the matter of charges at
the Dwellingup State hotel to the member for
Forrest. I paid a visit to Dwellingup in
company with that hon. member, and dis-
cussed the subjeet with him and others there.
Az regards whisky

Mr. O'Loghlen: T will let the whisky
glide. I am not a judge of that. Come to
the beer.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: As re-
gards the beer, T know that private huyers
can obtain heer in Perth for 9s. 6d4. per
dozen, and that the freight to Dwellingup on
that quantity is ls. That is all right for a
trader selling by the case, :

Mr, O'Toghlen: But you charge 151, .a
dozen,
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If cua-
tomers will come to our Dwellingup hotel
and buy beer by the case, we will gell it much
cheaper.

Mr. O’Loghler: You charge 1s. 3d. per
bottle if a customer takes away a dozen.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Distance
does not make much difference as regards
freight. Throughout the eountry towns beer
is seld at 1s, 3d. per hottle, That is the
price at Beverley. I want the member for
Forrest to bear in mind that there is a staff
employed at the Dwellingup State hotel.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Produce the statement of
the profits made by that botel since its in-
eeption.

The COLOWIAL SECRETARY: I admit
that the profits have been good; but is that
any reason for reducing the price of heer?

Mr. O’Loghlen: You could get £10,000 for
that hotel if you sold it to-morrow; and it
is only a shell, .

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: T kngw
it is the best State hotel we have. T will
talk the matter over with the hon, member.
T do not want to make a definite promise just
now, but T will see what can be donc.

Mr., O’LOGHLEN: I am dissatisfied with
the whole management and conduct of State
hotels. Tast year we had a discussion on
State hotels and their mismanagement, and
the appointment of the accountant in the
Colonial Seeretary’s Department to take con-
trol was hotly criticised.

The Colonal Seeretary: The hotels are very
much improved now, ‘

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Mr. Underwood, who
was Honorary Minister last year, said that
the appointment of a general manager was
contemplated, but no change arpears to have
been made. Who is the manager now?

The Colonial Secretary: Mr. Campbell.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The accountant jn the
Colomial Secretary’s office.  Objection was
taken before to the fact that a man oceupy-
ing the position of accountant and who had
no experience ‘in the management of hotels
should be appointed to such a position.

The Colonial Secretary: But he is not
accountant now.

Mr., O’LOGHLEN: What is he$

The Golonial Secretary: He is in control
of the State hotels.

My, O’LOGHLEN: Last year the leader
of the Opposition moved for a reduction of
the vote as a protest against the appointment
of this officer. I have no objection to Mr,
Camphell, T hope he is doing his best, bot
an undertaking was given that a general man-
ager would be appointed, and the opinion of
the House at that time was that a qualified
man, one who had had experience in the
management of hotels, would receive the
appointment. T am inclined to think that
the public are not getting that satisfaetion
that they are entitled to receive. The Minis-
ter now gives the same old stereotyped reply
that we always receive from Ministers in
connection with the price of heer.
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The Minister for Works: I have paid 1s,
Gd. for it in Bupbury,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Then they must have
seen the Minister for Works coming. I am
surpriged that he allowed himself to be im-
posed upon. ‘This particular hotel was pur-
chagsed for £2,000 and has shown a handsome
profit-ever since, and if it were in the hands
of a private individual the trade would be
considerably inereased. I cbject to this pro-
fiteering in State hotels. It is a bad example
for the Government to set. I want a state-
ment from the Minister that the price will
be reduced.

The Minister for Mines: They can refuse to
drink it at the price.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member
knows human nature as well as do mest men.
Sinee the Minister will not give an under-
taking that he will reduce the price, I am
going to move that the vote be reduced by
£10. I took a prominent part in the estab-
lishment of that hotel, whieh has brought in
a handsome profit to the State. The gentle-
man who erceted those premises would have
made £40,000 or £50,000 had he secured the
license, but as one in favour of State hotels
I hawked a petition round the distriet for
the ecstablishment of a State hotel.

The Premier: 1t would be better for the
Committee to reduce the vote than to have
the price of liquor reduced.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: 1t is unfair to be over-
charging 3d. on cvery bottle of beer. Why
eannot the Minister give an undertaking to
reduce the price of the single bottle?

The Colonial Secretary: I will effeet a re-
duction of one penny per bottle on half a
dozen bottles, but we eannot reduee the price
of the single bottle.

Mr, LAMBERT: From a comic opera
point of view the debate is the most sguccess-
ful we have had; from a serious point of
view it is one of the most diabolical discus-
sjona that have ever taken place in this As-
sembly. Tf we have arrived at that stage
when Ministers and members bargain across
the House as to the price at which a bottle
of beer shall be sold in Stato hotels, the
sooner we put up the State hotels to publie
avetion the better. For a long time I enter-
tained the idea that when State hotels were
catablished some little standard of conduct
wonld be showa in the control of them. It
is pretty near time the Minister controlling,
and the Cabinet generally, ontlined a clear
policy regarding State hotels. If the hotels
have not performed that function which those
who instituted them thonght they would, the
gooner they are put up to public auction the
better.

Mr. O‘Loghlen:
forming it.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope that in the hon.
memher’s olectorate they are. The first
funetion of a State hotel is, not to provide
cheap heer, but to provide reasonable aceom-
modsation and, further, if there is any profit
from the State hotel it should go to lessen
the comsumption of liquor.

I think they are per-
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Mr. O’Loghlen:
prices,

" Mr. LAMBERT: No. This country must
realize, and it is not a wowser who is speak-
ing, that the biggest problem facing Aus.
tralia is that of the liquor traffic, When
liquor is used in moderation no exception
can be taken to it, but its excesses and the
evils that cxcesses bring in their train are
responsible for the harm, Thoughtful men
ghould consider the position not in an atti-
tude of cowardice or wowserism, but from a
common senge viewpoint., In Western “Aus-
tralia particularly, the consumption of liquor
is infinitely too great. By means of educa-
tion, recreation and the betterment of econo-
mic and aocial conditions, men must be
helped and taught to refrain from ruining
their health by over-indulgence in liquor. I
hope the Minister will consider this question.
The Minister for Works is considering a
proposal to sell the State sawmills. We know
the attitude of the Government towards
Staic trading concerns. I do not regard
State hotels solely as a State enterprise.
There is a great moral principle underlying
the policy of the party who launched out in
this direction. If T thought I had to advo-
cate the excessive use of aleohol because of
Btate hotels, I would be prepared to give up
my seat to-morrow. The attitude of nina-
tentha of the members of Parlinment on this
question is one of absolute cowardice.

The Minister for Mines: Because you
have a patent medicine to put on the mar-
ket.

Mr. LAMBERT: This is not a question
for levity. Throughout the world, it is being
diseussed by thoughtful men. It would ill-
become one to speak from a wowserish point
of view but, for the future good of the coun-
iry, the problem should be tackled courage-
ously. I take exception to the appointment
of Mr. Campbell 28 general manager. We
should run the State hotels on business lines
and, to do this, a man cognisant with the
whole of the ramifications of public house
keeping should have been obtained.

The Minister for Mines: But you said
you wanted some reforms,

Mr. LAMBERT: 8o I did.

The Minister for Mines: Then you would
not expect to get them if you appointed one
familiar with the whole of the ramifications
of public house keeping.

Mr, LAMBERT: I prefer knowledge to
ignorance, and I have yet to learn that Mr.
Campbell has any knowledge of the public
house husiness. I do not wish to speak dis-
paragingly of Mr. Campbell.

The Minister for Mines: What does the
member for Williams-Narrogin know about
running hotels, and he holds a position higher
than Campbell.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know anything
about the private affairs of the member for
Williams-Narrogin.

The Minister for Mines: Campbell, as
general manager, is not ealled upon to con-
duct an hotel.

By charging exorbitant
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Mr. LAMBERT: He should have a thor-
ough knowledge of the whole ramifications of
the business,

The Minister for Mines: Oh, go on!

Mr, LAMBERT: It is all very well to ex-
cuse the appointment on these grounds, This
is one of the most critical departments we
have and, if we are going to retain these
hotels and run them on proper lines, we
should have the services of the best man pro-
curable. There are men in the liquor trads
who are a ecredit to the State; some of the
finest e¢itizens in the Commonwealth are
hotel-keepers.

The Minister for Mines:
to get sweet again now.

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not wish to get
sweet with anyone. I aceept the fullest re-
sponsibility for what I say.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We can hardly be-
lieve that.

The Minister for Mines: Sweetness is
forced upon some people evidently,

Mr. LAMBERT: We have State hotels,
but I do not know that they are altogether a
eredit. There are State hotels which are run
on very good lines and some of. the sub-
managers are absolutely conseientious. They
have a full knowledge of the frade and its
ill-effects, and nare giving good service to
the State. I rcpeat, the Government should
obtain the hest man available for the posi-
tion of general manager,

The Colonjal Secretary; He has been ap-
pointed for some time,

Mr. LAMBERT: Since the passing of last
year’s Estimates. If we floated an internmal
loan compulserily to buy up the hotels and
place them in the hands of the people, it
would be a good thing for the people. To
run five or six State hotels iz mevely tinker-
ing with the question, Parliament should
show a desire to take a nationzl interest in
this all important question. It is a tieklish
question for, every time a man speaks on it,
he is misrepresented by the unthinkable
WOowSsers.

The Minister for Mines: Do not look at
the member for North-East Fremantle.

Mr. LAMBERT: I was not looking at
him. While T would not digparage the liquor
trade or anyone connected with it, the res-
pousibility is upon Parliament to show a
national attitnde towards this all important
question,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The speech which haa
been dclivered by the bon. member would be
excellent on a licensing Bill. T take excep-
tion to his opening remarks in which he de-
precated bargaining with the Minister aeross
the Chamber. If that remark was applied
to me I must say I resent it. If a public
institution is established in my distriet. I
have as much right to ask for fair service
from that institution as the hon. member
has to approaeh the Minister for Mines for
a reduction in the battery charges in his
electorate.
hotels, and what we want is redueed prices,
which the Premier haa promised to give.

You are trying

We are satisfied with our State’
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hope the member for Coolgardie will not hold
up his hands in holy horror at my effort to
get relief for my constituents. I have every
right, without any imputations being made
that I am bargaining with the Minister, to
expect and demand adequate service from
the publie institution which is under notice
to-night. °

Mr. LAMBERT: I should like to make an
explanation, I have no desire to impute any
motive to the hon, member. I only said that
the discussion which was such that Parlia-
ment itself should resent it. It is not the
desire of the hon., member to have the cost
of liguor reduced in his own district.

Mr. LUTEY: The member for Forrest is
to be commended for his action in attempting
with all his force to have prices reduced.
When men are working hard, it is a great
eoncession to them to be able to get a botile
of beer if the price is rcasonable.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Nonsense, I work
hard and I have no desire for a bottle of
beer. It iz all bunkum.

Mr. LUTEY: Then the hon, member has
missed much in life. He knows nothing about
it.

Hon, W, €, Angwin: T know what hard
work is,

Mr, LUTEY: I was anxious to hear some-
thing about the Gwalin State hotel. There
has been a good deal of trouble in the dis-
trict of late and I should like to know more
about the position there. The member for
Coolgardie referred to this ‘‘diabolical dis-

cussion.’’ There shonld be some standard
of e¢omfort and reasonable aecommodation
at -State hotels.  After listening to his

speech, in which he faced both ways, I can-
not understand now where he stands.. When
I congider that there is such a large number
of opponents to the liquor trade, who are in-
terested in tea shops, T wonder whether, with
the hon. memher’s extensive knowledge of
chemicals, he is not preparing some patent
drug to put, on the market. This perhaps js
the reason for hig hostility towards drink in
any form.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—State Implement Works,
Hon. W, J. George, Minister.

The MINTSTER FOR WORES: I
should like to tell hon. members something
of the State Tmplement Works. Up fo the
end of OQectober, 1918, our sales of agrieul-
tural machinery totalled £9,500. For the four
months to the end of October last the figures
were £21,000. The buginess is extending
rapidly, and during the last year the average
number of men employed was 202. The State
Implement Works have been referred to by
hon. members repregenting the farming dis-
tricts in this House as being the farmers’
own works, Notwithstanding that, the works
have not received that support from the

£84,563,

farming community that they should have

done. Owr competitiors in the trade—MeKay
and others—have during the last season tried
to undercut us by offering bigger commis-
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sions to the country co-operative societies,
It decs not refleet much credit upon the body
of men who regard these works as their own
that they should have allowed them to be
undercut in this way. If it had not been
for that circumstance, instend of the State
Implement Works employing 202 men they
would probably have been employing 2,000
men,
Hon.
are turning out
agree with the

W. C. ANGWIN: These works
better every year. I
Minister in what he
said regarding the lack of support of
the works on the part of the far-
mers, There is one thing I should like to
mention in regard to the Royal Show. There
was an exhibit of machinery manufactured
at the State Implement Works presented
there in the name of the State Tmplement
Works, There were also other items of
machinery put there for other business under-
takings in this State. We know that the
State Implement Works do not manufacture
engines and yet wmixed up with the State
Tmplement Works was anengine styled ¢‘The
State Imp,’’ and the implication was that
it had been turned out by the State Imple-
ment Works, Anything like that is wrong.
Wo should not show machinery that is sup-
posed to be manufactured there and induce
people to believe that it is.

The Minister for Works: Engines may he
manufactured next year.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: I told people that
it was not manufactured at the State Imple-
ment Works, and that it was an imported
wrticlee It might be a bad engine and
night spoil the sales of our own machinery.
I do not know what it is like but it gives
people a bad impression of the State Imple-
ment Works. We are paying a fairly good
ecommission, and the Minister is not satisfied
with the action of some people who are im-
porting a large number of Acme binders.
The State has to pay for these binders. They
were hought because it was necessary to run
them with their other machinery. What does
tho State get out of them after paying com-
mission?

. The Minister for Works:
there is a profit on them.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: I know there can-
not Le much left. The price is cut low, By
acting as agents for these implements the
Government are merely assisting the Western
Farmers Ltd. 1 should like to mention the
question of the payment of the apprentices
who went to the Front. I mentioned this to
the Minister before. I belicve that there is
some arrangemeut of a preliminary nature
now made.

The Minister for Works: Have they not
been paid? -

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN:
paid a week ago.

The Minister for Works:
papers a week ago.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN:
po more.

Mr. PICKERING: The Aeme reaper and
binder is the only implement of the kind in

I assure you

They were not
I signed the

Then I will say
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whiech T am particularly interested, seeing
that harvesters are not used in the South-
West., A great difficulty associated with the
use of the Aeme reaper and binder is the
getting of spare parts. That is one of the
reagons why farmers will not avail them-
selves of that particular implement. On the
question of commission, the member for
North-East Fremantle has protested on every
occasion that the commission to agents is
too high.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: If you want that sub-
jeet, you will get it. I referred merely to
the commission on the binder,

Mr. PICKERING: As the Minister for
Works has pointed out, competitors of the
State Implement Works are paying much
higher commissions. The co-operative socie-
ties are doing their best to forward the in-
terests of the State Implement Works in
every possible way. Personally, I have
always given preferenec to the products of
the State works. But if spare parts are un-
obtainable, one cannot blame the farmer for
not buying that partieular implement.

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: At the
time the agency for the Aeme binder was
taken up it was the only binder that could
be secured by us for sale in this State. The
Aeme binder was selected before my time as
being a suitable implement and one which
would give satisfaction. Regarding spare
parts, no agent can afford to carry a heavy
stock of these, which run into a great deal
of money. A reference to the catalogue of
the Magsey Harrig Company shows that
whereas their hatrvester could be bought for
£39, the cost of the individual parts of a
harvester would total £250, At present we
are unable to obtain Aeme binders and have
had to take up another make. Our sale of
binders is more than we ean import. T hope
that before 12 months are over we shall be
making o binder of our own. I am quite
satisfied that Mr. 8haw can make that imple-
ment, and at a payable cost. With regard to
apprentices who have been away at the
TFront, I did not know that they had not
been paid. Last week I gave instructions that
they should be paid. Reference has been made
to the subject of the agency for the State
Tmplement Works, The Government made
an agreement with the Westralian Parmers,
Ltd., 2%, years ago, and at the time it was
quite clearly understood that the co-opera-
tive societies associated with the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., should sell our implements,
and our implements only, except in extreme
eages where people would not surrender an
old preference. At least six of the co-opera-
tive societies affiliated with the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., are to-day selling morc of
our competitors’ implements than of our im-
plements. 8o much is this competition being
pushed that the Government have had to
adept the course of putting on four travellers
for the State Tmplement Works. When the

‘agreement with the Westralian Farmers, Ltd.,

was entered into we did not cxpeet to have
to put on any travellers at all
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Hon. W. . Angwin: Do the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd.,, receive commission on what
your travellers sell?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is a
matter we are debating at the present time.
1 do not wish to attack the bona fides of the
Westralian Farmers, but the agreement made
with that company, especially when read in
the light of the letters which passed before
the agreement was made, shows that the com-
pany undertook to push our implements to
the utmeost possible extent. I consider that
the Government have a right to expect the
strongest possible support from the feople
who say they regard these implement works
as their own works, and who also express
the hope that they will be able to acquire
these works some day.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They will never do
that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That hope
has been expressed publicly time after time.
I do not say it iz a wrong ambition. An-
other matter T wish to refer to is the estab-
lishment of State implement offices and a
depdt for -spare parts in the G@overnment
bojldings in Marquis-street.  Considerable
benefit resulted from that change but we
found that we were so far out of the
centre of Perth that we lost trade. Accord-
ingly wo have taken premises in Murray-
street. I referred to the inerease in the trade
of the State Implement Works when intro-
ducing these Estimates. Wa have an aver-
age of 200 men employed at the works,
which, however, are large enough to employ
500 or 600. If we had received as fair a
deal as we have a right to expect, 400 or 450
men would be working there to-day. Of
courge, we get complaints now and again,
but everybedy gets cemplaints. The work
that is being put into agricultural imple-
ments at North Fremantle is of a quality
that is seldom found in such implements.
Really it is engineer’s work that is being put
into them, I appeal to the members of the
Country party to urge their constitnents to
support the State Implement Works. Though,
as members know, I am not in favour of
State enterprise, T regard myself as a trustee
of the State Implement Worka while I hold
my present position, and I will accordingly
do my hest for the undertaking.

Mr. HARRISON: While the State con-
tinnes to run the implement works T want
them to be a success. One of the best means
of securing greater success is to appoint to
the works a man who knows what he is doing
not only in the shop but also on the land
where the machines are used. I believe Mr,
Shaw to be one of the best managers wa
eonld have from an engineering point of
view, but such a man as T have described is
wanted outside, where the machines are being
used in various soils and under varying con-
ditions. We must keep in touch with our
producers. All other manufacturers of mach-
inery and sellers of machinery send out ex-
perts as well as travellers, and unless we
&dopt the same expedient we ghall never
reach the goal at which we are aiming.
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The Minister for Works: You are quite

right.

Mr. HARRISON: I happencd to be
at  the implement works some little
time ago on the occasion of a fune-

tion and 1 drew attention to this mat-
ter. That is where the weakness lies. The
works should keep in touch with the men on
the land and show them that the State has
as good implements as anyone elsg, and that
if it has not, it can make them. These State
implement works are also engineering works
and they carry out orders for many of the
other departments.

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: I would remind
the member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) that
I did not say anything about the high rate
of interest this year. I dealt entirely with
the Acme hinder. The Minister to-day is
paying cash for the Aeme binder, which is
brought from America in fairly large num-
bers. That binder is sold on bills, and un-
less he alters the price somewhat, by the time
he has paid commission he will have nothing
left for himself.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—State Quarries, £5471—agreed to.
Vote—State Steamship Service, £175,250:

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Will the Minister
inform the Committee when the ¢‘Eanga-
roo’’ will return to the State?

The Minister for Mines: When she has
finjshed her present charter.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Does the Minister
intend to take the steamship service away
from the Harbour Trust or dees he intend to
let it remain there with the new manager
appointed in name only, in control?

The Minister for Mines: There will be a
complete change

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: While Mr. Glyde,
the newly appointed manager, may be one of
the best accountants in the service, it would
be better to appoint to the position of man-
ager of the service someone with experience
in shipping affairs, ’

The Minister for Mines:
to get him?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
salary and you will get him.

The Minister for Mings: The position will
not permit of the pa$ment of a big salary.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Then there is
something wrong somewhere,

Hon, P, Collier: What salary does the
present manager receive?

The Minister for Mines:
£725.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: If the manager
knew his work he conld save his salary in no
time. Mr. Glyde knows nothing about ship-
ping beyond sending out accounts in con-
nection with vessels that have been tied to
the wharf, It would be much better for the
State if we had someone in charge who
had had experisnce in conducting a buasiness
of this deseription.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—State Sawmills, £252,045:

Where are we

Pay a decent’

T think it is
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon, W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [11.55]: T
have not very much to say with regard to
the State sawmills except to give Lon. mem-
bers a little information which 1 think
should he in their possession. We have in-
ereased our assets during the past twelve
months very materially, approximately, to
the extent of £10,000, permanent way ma-
terial to the extent of £6,000 and a new
steam log hauler, £700. That class of
machine has been successfully wsed by a
number of the timber companies, and we have
purchased the most improved and strongest
pattern, It i3 now being tried and we shall
extend the uvse 23 oceasion requires. But
when we do we sghall not import any mors,
but manufacture them at the State imple-
ment works and so arrange the design to suit
the special needs of our forests.

Mr, O'Loghlen:
rights. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not that
I am aware of. We will play fair, but any-
how we will have a go at it. We have built
a number of cottages at the Wuraming mill
and generally improved the living eondi-
tions for the workmen. Unfortunately, in
connection with the timber business we have
suffered to a great extent on account of
the absence of shipping. To-day we have
something like 15,000 loads of timber lying
at the mills, all sold for export te the East-
crn States, and sold at a good price, This
timber will in al! likelihood return wus
£80,000, but we cannot get it removed be-
cauge we are not able to secure the neces-
sary ships, I am sure, therefore, hon. mem-
bhers will sympathise with me in regard to
this matter, I feel very strongly on this
point. We have abont 20,000 men, womnen and
children depending on this industry through-
out the State. In January last, when I wasin
the Eastern States, T had several interviews
with Federal Ministers who had to do with
this matter, and T did my utmost to secure
ships to remove the timber from our State,
which timber was very badly wanted in
- Melbourne and Sydney. In faet, both those
places are starving for it to-day, and I am
not able to get a single ship. = In the
presence of Mr. Poypton, the Minister whe
wag dealing with these matters, I +told
Admiral Clarkson that it was a discredit to
those concerned that Western Australian
enterprise should be held up in the manner
that was being done by the refusal of the
Federal authorities to place vessels at our
disposal. Admiral Clarkson stated that it
paid himn better to bring his vessels back
from Wrestern Awustralia empty thar to
have them loaded at our ports with timber.
I pointed out there was more than that in
it. I drew attention to the fact that we
had stood by our mnation’s troubles better
than any other State of Australia, and that
the livelihood of 20,000 people depended on
the existence of the timber industry, and
that it was a seandal that ships could be
sent here with coal and that they should

And infringe the patent
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be instructed to return direct to the East-
ern Btates empty. The ships are doing that
to-day, and 'we have £80,000 worth of
timber ordered by the Kastern States
awzaiting removal. I want the money to
pay wages with, but T have to go to the
Treasury and ask for an advance or,
alternatively, stop the mills. It is the most
scandalous thing I have ever met with in
my life.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I wonder whether your
remarks will be reported. .

Mr, Chesson: We ought to have more
State steamers.

The MINTSTER FOR WORES: I have
said that already in the House. The ex-
perience of the last five years has had ite
effeet on me. Although I was opposed to
State steamers in the past, to-day I think
it is the only way by whick we can hold

our owe. I am not ashamed to say that
to-night., It is no light matter to consider
that the employment of men can be

strangled, as it is being strangled in con-
neetion with this timber.trade. The Man-
ager, Mr. Humphries, reports—

Since the 30th June our stocks have

increased by 4,500 loads.

There ought not to be a single stick of that
timber in Western Australia to-day. While
I was in Melbourne I sold 3,000 loads with-
out any trouble whatever. Yet the c¢om-
tract for this order was not completed, be-
cause the Federal Government, in their
silliness, stueck 7a. 6d. per ton on to the
freight and so made it impoasaible for the
buyer to take the timber, At the same
time four large ships, completely laden
with oregow, were coming into Melbourne
to supply the imported substitute for the
timbher growing in this State. During the
Inst few days T have been informed that
the timber which we have cut at our mills,
#nd which is so badly wanted in the East-
arn States, eannot be waited for any
longer, and that in conscquence the people
in the Eastern States have ordered timber
from Norway, which is now on its way out
to Aunstralia, It is a scandalous state of
things. We have to keep employment
going, If therc are any means by which
we can get our views enforced we should
take thosc means, Some Federal candidates
were in this very Chamber the other day.
T told them straight about this, I said,
‘“¥ou come here for our votes to put you
back into Parliament, but what nbout the
men in this State. whose very living is
threatened ‘in  consequence of  your
neglect?’’ I feel very strongly on this.
When the Prime Minister was in Western
Anstralia. T told him what I am saying here
to-night. T told Mr. Watt, the Aecting
Prime Minister, the same, when he was
here. I had previously urged it upon him
when T was in Meclbourne. 1 do not know
whether he thought from my cmphasis that
I was fit for a lunatie asylum, nor do T
care. There is, of course, ancther question
whiech will affect the financial position,
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- humély, in conneetion with +wages. The
case is now being heard in the Federal
Arbitration Court, and it is certain that an
advanece in wages will have to be given,
ond will have to be provided. We shall
have to see exactly where it leads us to.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The trade is going to be
buoyant. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
want my remarks to be construed in such
& way as to give the idea that T am against
4 man getting proper pay, but I say that,
occupying as I do the position of managing
direetor of the mills, I must lay before
mnembers the fact that we ean no longer
gell ovr timber at the old prices if we are
to pay the increased wages. In regard
to prices at which we have been
selling at the State sawmills, I have heard
statements made by hon. members whose
sense of respousibility 1 could wigh
had been kecner. As a matter of fact we
have not fallen in with other timber mer-
chants in this State. Our prices are higher
than they were a few months ago, but still
are not as high as those of other mills, If
it were practicable, I should keep my timber
prices as Jow ag possible; because we have
now started a building revival, and anything
that tends to check it means that unemploy-
ment may come neaver to us, We must not
have unemployment. It would pay the State
hetter, and would pay the private mills bet-
ter, to encourage the building trade until all
the workers are fully employed; this would
be far more profitable than securing the re-
turn of a few thousand pounds extra at the
risk of checking building activities. During
the year we have cut 35,000 londs of timber,
and we have had to purchase 7,335 additional
loads of jarrnh to make up our orders. This
gives & graud total of 42,335 loads of timber
that we have dealt with. during the last 12
months. Also we have employed 572 men.
Weo have the mills, ontit we complete the
sale of them, and we have to see that those
men get employment. Not only this, but we
have to assist in the employment of other
men in the State. If anything ig done by
anybody to check the revival of trade, I say
those who do it for the sake of a paltry
profit are not worthy of respect.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Now save discussion by
making a few remarks regarding the proposed
sale of the mills. Suppose you adjotrn en
Tuesdey, what is going to be the positim?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Hon.
members will agrec that the informestion
which has been placed on the Table and
givern through the Press is as complete au it
is possible to make it. "At any rate they
know all that I know. Tt is for them to vae
their judgment. We cannot part with tie
timber miils unless the House agrees. '

Mr. O’Loghlen: Suppose we adjourn oa
Tuesday next? .

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The pre-
sent position regarding the mills is that the
proposed buyers have till the 30th November
to pay in London fifteen thousand sovereigns.
Tt is not yet the 30th November, and we ean-
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not say anything with regard to what we
might be doing until we know that this
mouney has been paid. So far as I am ad-
vised at present, I think there iz no doubt
that these people will be able to come up
to the scrateh.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Suppose we adjourn on
Tuesday, how will you ratify the deal?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Pre-
mier informs me that an opportunity will be
given, before Parliament prorogues, to have
a full discussion on the proposed sale of the
sawmills, Therefore, I suggest tv members
that, instead of having a diseussion at this
late hour with a sparse House, it would be
mueh better on a matter of such importance
to defer discussion until next week, The
Premier has given his word that there shall
be an opportunity to discuss the question,
and members can rely upon him carrying out
his word., Bo far as the Government are con-
cerned, members can rest assured that we
have nothing to hide. It is a clean transae-
tion and, if the House does not approve it,
out it goes.

General debate concluded; items disenssed
as follows:—

Ttem—Clerka, £658:

Mr. LUTEY: This item for four eclerks
shows an increase of £99. Is that distri-
buted equally among the lot¥

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 cannot
say, I have not the -papers. It is sometimes
necessary to change the staff, OUne or two
men have gone away, and it is almest im-
possible to get any two men on the same
level. Each represents a different class,
Every one of the salaries has to be approved
and I do not approve of any alteration un-
less 1 am satisfied it is what I should do if
I were conducting my own business.

Mr, Lutey: 1 am not objecting to the

rise.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is not
a question of a rise. A clerk receiving £300 -
a year may die or go away, These men in
the timber trade are skilled men and, to fill
a vacancy we might have to pay £330, though
we might get a really good man who was
cheap at the price,

Vote put and passed,

Vote—Wyndham IPreezing, Canning and
Meat Export Works, £336473-—agreed to.

This completed the Xatimates of Revenue

and Expenditure on account of the State
trading councerns for the year.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Resolutions and the

adopted.

reported rerort

BILL—LOAN, £3,389,000,
Message.

Messnge from the Governmor received and
read recommending appropriation in connec-
tion with the Bill.
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First Reading.

[ntrodnced by the Premier and read a first
time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J, Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [12.5] in moving the seecond reading
said: The amount of this Loan Bill is
£3,339,000 and provision is made to reappro-
priate £85500. The Bill simply anthorises
the Government of the day to raisc the
money. No expenditure is authorised by the
passing of the Bill. Every item must be
approved by the House under the Loan Esti-
mates before any expenditure ¢an take place.
The Commonwealth financial agreement ex-
pires in Deeember next.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I have just been
looking at the support you have on your side.

The PREMIER: I am content to have the
lon. member’s support. The Commonwealth
financial agreement expires in December next.
After the Ist Jaunuary we shall have to go
on the London wmarket to raise our loans
other than for the soldier settlement scheme,
and I think this will be of advantage to us,
Soon after I assumed the office of Premicr and
Treasurer, I communiented with the Agent
General and he in turn communieated with
the London and Westminster Bank, as o re-
sult of which we have an arrangement for
temporary finance for lean requirements and
sinking fund instalments until it is oppor-
tune for us to place & loan on the London
market. Nothing c¢ould be more satisfactory

becanse this shows that our credit is still-

high in financial circles in England.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Are not the Federal
Government finding most of the money?

The PREMIER: I shall explain that when
we get to the Loan Estimates.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They are finding
about two millions.

The PREMIER: T am referrine now to
loan moncy other than money from the Fed-
eral Government for soldier settlement, Our
Toan moneys have been well invested. If
our loan investments were sold to-morrow,
which of course would be impossible, the
amount realised would more than pay off the
amount we have horrowed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We had better borrow
and bust before unification,

The PREMIER: Oh, no! The Loan Esti-
mates are really very moderate. A great por-
tion of the 36 million pounds has been spent
in the way I have snid, and has been well
invested. It is true that £6,689,000 has
been spent in unproductive works finan-
¢ially, and these figures include the
funding of the deficit. Hon. mem-
bers realise that we have a sinking fund
of greater proportions than the population
really warrants. Tt is £6,139,000, We are
owed by the Commonwealth £800,000 on the
transfer of propertics, and on this amowvnt
we collect intercst. Tt is frue that the State
is not in 2 position to find interest on any
large sum of money from revenve. beeause
the rate of interest is so heavv. The deficit
to the 30th June, 1919, was £3,418480. Of
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this amount there was funded to that date
£2,766,465, and the balance will be funded
when the Bill befere the House becomes law,
namely, £652,015. The amount involved here
may seem large. As a matter of faet, in con-
neetion with soldier settlement, the sum of
£2,600,000 will be required. We really thus re-
duce the amount of the expenditure in other
directions to £641,000, plus £98,000, to cover
discount and flotation expenses. 1 propose,
when I come to the Loan expenditure, to ex-
plain that in detail. TFf hon. members will
turn to the Loan Estimates they will find
the position in regard to the varions loan au-
thorisations. Every detail of expenditure to
be ineurred is shown. As far as thig Bill is
concerned, I believe that the revenue will be
called upon to bear a very small proportion
of the interest and sinking fund, I will ex-
plain later why I say that. In connection
with the raising of loans, there is always
some expenditure and there has been set down
a sum of £98,000 to cover discount, ete.,
based on a three per cent. charge. We can-
not go on the open market for very much of
this total amount. New South Wales man-
aged to raise three millions at 54 per cent.
and gave a diseonnt of two per cent. In
connection with our loan, the charge is gen-
erally something arproaching three per cent.,
or would be if we could raise’ the monecy. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon, W. C. Angwin debate
adjourned.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1919-20.
In Committee of Supply.

The House resolved itself into Committee
of Supply for the purpose of considering the
Loan Estimates: Mr. Stubba in the Chair.

Vote—Departmental, £28,430:

The PREMIER AND COLONIAL TREA-
SURER (Hon..J. Mitehell—Northam) [12.15];
The amount on the Estimates will seem to
hon. members very large, namely, £3,189,014,
to ask for at this stage of the country’s de-
velopment. I am going to explain why it is so
large. Tt is due to the faet that we are set-
tling soldiers on the land, and that we have a
special scheme for financial pssistapce from
the Federal Government. I want to make it
quite clear to the Committee what this expen-
diture will mean and what it is likely to cost
the general revenue. We all recogmise that
there are indireet benefits to be derived from
the expenditure of these moneys, If we can
get that amount without any debit to the
revenue we shall be achieving something.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you anticipate
gpending two millions this year in land settle-
ment?

The PREMTER: We have authorised the

expenditure of £700,000 during the last
fonr  months - for  seldier  settlement.
Will  bon. members keep in  mind
that for every million spent in  sol-
dier settlement the Commonwealth Gov-

ernment  allow to this State £125,000 to
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gover the lowering of the rate of intorest charged
t0 the soldier settler in the early stages of dovelop-
ment, and to cover any outside loss. I mention
thid bocause it will be patent to hon. members
that we cannot have land sottled under more
favourable conditions. The State always tales
the rislk of all that it advances, Lot ua take the
life of the Agricultural Bank, of which we hear
a good deal, we will then find that we have
not lost in this institution £235,000 per annum,
The bank haa been in existenco for many years,
and taking into consideration sll possible chances
of loss, we have not lost anything like £25,000
a year., I doubt if more than that has been lost
in connection with both the Industries Assistance
Board and the Apgricultural Bank combined.
That represents development cheaply carried
out. The bulk of the proposed expenditure
comes under the heading of the soldier settle-
ment scheme, and the total amount is £2,211,340.
This amount will bo invested witheut any risk
of the genoral rovenue having to pay any ox-
orbitant interest.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: How are you to spend
all that this ysar?

The PREMIER : We will epend a great deal

of it this yesar.

Hon, W, C. Angwin : In six months?

The PREMIER : That is to cover the oxpendi-
ture for 12 months,

Hon, W, C, Angwin: You cannot gu along
at that rate ; it is too mugh.

The PREMIER : We are spending it.

Hon, W, C. Angwin : How it is boing spont ?

The PREMIER : We arc spending it wisely
and well. That amount of two millions odd
will bo interest-frec so far as the revenue is con-
cerned, Wo aro not interforing with the deficit,
and will probably reduce it. Other items which
will oarn interost total £366,950, This item is
made up of Agriculfural Bank and I A B.
£158,500, Boya quarrios £800, State hotels and
tourists £8,500, tramways £46,900, electric power
station £35,000, and harbours £119,250. All
these amounts sheuld, and I belisve will, earn
interest and sinking fund, We ask for additional
capital to the extont of £155,000 for the Wyndham
Froezing Works. That will ba working capital
and should carn interest. Tor the State Brick-
works we require £2,000,-for the Government
Abattoirs £81,000, and for wator supply for towns
£43,000, All these amounts, totalling £281,000,
should earn interest and should not prove any
burden upon the general revenue, There are
some other works which will be a charge upon
the revenue, but which should prove remunerative
at a lator stage. Interest should be earned later
on £174,134, made up of new railways £48,760,
improvements to existing railways £75,374, rails
and fastenings £8,000, and rolling stock £42,0u0,
Thus we have left £156,490 that will not be
directly roproductive : or, rathor, I believe
it will be indirectly reprodustive. The amount is
made up of—fisheries £7,000, water supply
£42,800, mining £20,000, immigration £9,000,
roasds and bridges £16,000, public buildings
£28,000, land resumption £5,260, and adminis-
tration coats £28,430. I do not ask the Com-
mittee t0 beliove that this expenditure of
£156,400 will earn interest, but overy penny
of it will prove indirectly very profitable. We
now have a total of £3,180,914. Very little of
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this, as I have already pointed out, is expendi-
ture on oxtraordinary public works.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: An expenditure of
two and a-half millions in one year muet prove
very extravagant, bocauss you will not bo able
to superintend it.

The PREMIER : Shall I explain the matter
to the hon. member again ?

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Wp will havo it when
we come to the itoms.

The PREMIER : As rogards the Lond Im-
provemont Loan Fund, hon. members are aware
that this fund waa creatod years ago, when we
decided to use losn moneys for the purpose of
surveying lands Tho fund represents survey
fees collected from selectors,

Mr. Harrison : Fifty per cent. .

The PREMIER: Neo porcentage ia stated.
The fees have to be roturned to this fund, so
that the loan expenditure may be re-appropriated
by Parliament, On the 30th June, 1918, the
balance standing to oredit of the fund was £69,978,
of which £40,436 was expended during 1918-19,
leaving £29,542. This, with £28,558, being the
rocoipts for 1918-19, makes a totel of £58,100
available for appropriation, We are transferring
from revenue a saum of £15,000 to the fund this
year, and thus shall have available for expenditure
during 1919-20 an amount of £60,726. This
money wo proposc to use mainly as follows:
Development of agricultural lands £24,306,
made up of—oontract surveys £18,550, wages
of staff surveyors £1,800, reclagsification of land
on railways £200, and timber lands classification
£3,758 ; land sottlement of soldiers, survey
expenses £17,150. Perhaps it is not necessary
for me to give details of the proposed expenditure
on the soldier settloment scheme, as the member
for North-East Fremaentle thinks wo are not likely
to expend the money this year, As a matter of
fact, however, soldiers aro being settled on our
lands, The total number of soldicr applicants to
date is 4,041, of whom 228 have been rejected or
deferred, leaving 3,813 successful applicants. Of
eourse, when one comes to deal with thousands of
settlers & great deal of money is required, especial-
ly in the carly stages. The total number of
certificates issued by the qualification board so far
ie 2,685, the number of loans approved is 1,472,
and the number pending qualification 1,128,
Analysing the oxpenditure on soldier settlomi.ng
to the 3lst October last we find that £288,477
has beon spent on purchase and survey of cstatas,
cattle, drainage, and so forth, while £49,050
has been advanced through the Agrioulbural
Bank, making a total of £757,527. The number
of soldiers settlod to the 31lst October is 1,283,
and the average advance to them per man to that
date is £614. There are other loans accrued to
the soldiers for eclearing and so on. The total
approvals to the 30th June last were £285,175,
and during the last four months advances to the
oxtent of £7u9,000 have been approved, making
in all £094,175.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is no difficulty in
approving loans when you have the money.

The PREMIER : That is perfectly true. I
have heard the hon. member say that any fool
can spend raoney. That alao iz perfectly trus,
But those managing the soldier settlement
soheme are not foolish men ; they are wise men.
I hope hon. members will realise just what is
happening in regard to settloment of goldiers,
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The member for North-East Fremantle says I
am asking for too much money. It may be so.
But if we can get the labour, there is no resson
why a oconsidoralile proport.on of what 1 ask
:or should not be spent. 1t is better to have the
returned soldiers settled quickly, than to have
them waiting ebout, In this House therc have
been complaints of dolay.

Mr. Harrigon : A long time ago.

The PREMIER : Yes: and we shall hear
them to the end of time. It has been said that
we ought to have hion porfectly ready for these
men. Howevor, we wero not, and 1 consequence
there have been de.ays. But the delays would
have beon much greater if Mr, Melarty bad not
been in chargo of the scheme during the last
few months. During the past week we settled
sixty odd soldiers, and that in itself is a fair
amount of sott.omont. L1 any member will
go to an agricultural district and iravel over
sixty farms he will ind that he bas journcyed
a long way. Complaint is casy, but performance
is eomothing different. 1 have quite recentiy
appointed additional inspectors in order that
delays may be avoided, but it is very diffioult to
get mon suitable for making valuations. This
achemo of settloment is not an ordinary one,
Jbecauso we are doing 8o much moro for the soldier
than for the ordinary softler. The ordinary
gettlor went upon Crown lands, and he went
at a much slower rate. His mortgage to tho
Agr.cultural Bank averaged little over £300,
a8 compared with over £600 for tho soldior.
The oxpenditure authorised for soldicr sottlement
is already £994,000; and that will not be all

Hon. W. C. Angwin : That includos repurchaso

of land,
The PREMIER : Yes, but it is of advantage
just the same, I bave oxplained that sottling
men on Crown lands is chicaper ¢chan settling them
repurchased cstates, although in the latter case
a man can geb to work gtraight away. I have
algo oxplained that very little monoy is being
expended on ordinary public works this year.
Wo bavo dewn & small .tom for railways, but
wo ghall not bo able to carry on any railway con-
struction wo k for a time, at any rate not until
rails becomo cheaper.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Thero ie an amount of
£46,000 down for tramways, ¥You can do without

that.

Tho PREMIER : We have determined that
railway construction work will have to wait for
a few months.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : You will not settle many
soldiers by building tram lines,

The PREMIER : [ want to make the hon.
membor understand that ordinary loan expendi-
ture on pub.ic worka this year will be very low.

Hon, W. C. Angwin : Why do you not sell the
trams to the local authorities ?

The PREMIER: The Government would
be very glad to sell the trams if tho local
authorities would pay enough for them. My
duty to-night is to tell hon. members what this
exponditure moans, and I want the fact kept in
mind that the goneral revenue will pay o very
small smount indeed in inberest and sinking
fund on these loans. There never was a time
before when we could come to the House and
ask for expenditure on land sottlement which
would cost the State practically nothing, It
certainly will not cost the revenue anything for
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years 10 come. Thet is an ideal condition of
affairs and should not e objected to by anybody.

Hon, W. C. Angwin : I am a little pessimistio
about that, )

The PREMIER : So long as the hon. member
keeps hig pessimism to himeelf I shall not mind.
The whole House has agreed that the eoldiers
chall be settied on the land in these circumstances
and since that is the case, the Housc must vote
the money and complete the job.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : We will got on to the items
later on.

The PREMIER : In connection with & matter
of this sort it is the general discussion that
counts,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not sec morc than
£1,000 for any big work in my district.

The PREMIER : There ig a little for the hon.
member’s distriet.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We have a railway
bridge that is not safe,

The PREMIER : The hon. member has every-
thing and no place baa had so much. I move
the iirst item.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Progress reported.

BILL—DIVORCE ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s ‘Message.

Mossago receivod from the Council notifying
that it had agrecd to tho amendments made by
the Assombly.

fouse wdjorrued ab' 12-37 am. [Snturday).

Legislative Council,

Tuesday, Snd Decomber, 1919,

Paa

Questlons : North-West Coast Shipping ... e 1858
Rallway Department—1, Policy regarding re-
turned scldiers 2, Appointment of Mr.
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Bills : Co?stlt-ut!on Act Amendment, 28., laid
ase e s e s I
Dischiorged Soldlers Settlement Act Amend-
ment, 18, ... ‘e .. we 1874
Loan, £3,339,000, 1. ...
Public Edecation Acta Amendment, 2r. Com,,
ete, [STO |
lodustrics Assistance Act Amendmcnt Bill, 2R,
Anglo-Persion Ol Co,, Lid, (Private), 2r. ...
Electoral Amendment, 2R.
Municipal Corporations Act Amendment, 2R....
Paper : Auditor General's Report ...

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers. , .



